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EX CL US! VE an inierview with Sonia Johnson 


by Joan Wilce 


YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS AN ALTER- 
NATIVE: THE VWV TALKS WITH 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE SONIA JOHK- 
SOW. 

Sonia Johnson is running for 
President. She is a serious can- 
didate of a serious party--The 
Citizens Party. She has qualif- 
ted for matching federal campaign 
funds. 

Those-in-Power don't want you 
to know that politics can include 
Sanity and humanity. ABC denied 
the Citizen's Party access to 
the Presidential TV debates 
scheduled for Oct. 7. Rea- 
son given: The Citizen's 
Party got only 0.3% of the 
national vote when Barry 
Commoner ran in 1980. The 
League of Women Voters con- 
curred with the network. 

Under ABC rules, not even 
Thomas Jefferson, the year 
he won the presidency, would 
have been allowed to debate. 

Wis party didn't exist four. 
years priayto 1801, so his 
percentage of the popular vote 
in the previous election was 
zero. Sonia has exposed the 
absurdity of the ABC criterion 
(press release, 9/12/84). 

The debates are now so instit- 
utionalized, Sonia charges, that 
denying any serious presidential 
candidate access to them is to 
deny that candidate access to 
the voters. 

The Citizen's Party filed a 
legal complaint against NBC on 
August 16, asking the FCC to over- 
turn the NBC rules. One the eve 
of the debates, many phone calls 
and letters later, the FCC has 


Off the Presses: Love Conquers Chains 


by Linda Parks 


The jailcell at the Cecil County, 
Maryland detention center for women 
was dark, cramped and musty, and 
Raven's eyes had just become used 
to the semi-light when her view 
become focused on the face of a 
white woman who was peering back at 
her with the bluest eyes Raven had 
ever seen. Something was stirred 
within her heart, and although 
she did not immediately recognize 
the feeling, she did know some- 
thing special was happening to her. 

Raven is an American Indian Wo- 
man who has spent the past three 
years on death row at Jessup, Mary- 
land for a murder-robbery she had 
no part in or knowledge of. She 
had been taken to the Cecil County 
Jail to await a second trial on the 
charges as the State Supreme Court 
had decided that the trial judge, 
Judge Dolandson Cole, had not heard 
all the evidence and had denied | 
Raven a fair trial. She was married 
ond spent all her adult life 1 
the role of a straight women and 
had never dreamed of anything else, 
although during her marriage she 
Was never truly content and although 


not yet made a judgment. It 
appears that the FCC is content 
to have the debates remain closed. 

Nor surprisingly, really, when 
you consider what the Citizen's 
Party and Sonia Johnson represent. 
Democracy, Feminism, Non-interven- 
tion, Nuclear Disarmament. Non- 
Deployment of Euromissiles, Les- 
bian and Gay Civil Rights. Pro- 
tection of Family Farms, Protec- 
tion of Older People. Strong 
Environmental Protection. And 
(gasp!) public control of private 
corporations. How could a party 
that requires by constitution that 
at least 50% of its leadership must 
be female be a serious party! 

What perty would have ERA as a 
major plank! 

Certainly not the Republicans 
and not even the Democrats...Sonia 
told me on the phone last Thursday. 
That's right, the VWV had on Sept. 
20, an exclusive half-hour telephone 
interview with Sonia. { was passing 
through the VWV office that after- 
noon when the cal} came from her 
Arlington campaign headquarters. 
They wanted a VWV staff writer to 
call back in an hour. Then and 
there I became a staff writer! 
"You'll have to pay for the call 
yourself. We can't afford to," 

I was told (how's that for a wo- 
man's creative financing?!?). 

Sonia doesn't mince words. When 
I asked what she thought about 
Reagan's statement that economics 
and foreign policy are male issues 
she said, “It made me sick." Rea- 
gan's political strength, she said 
is his tidy Neanderthal world 
view.” Though upon reflection 

I'm not quite sure we know how 


she thought she loved her Indian 
husband, Tommy, she somehow just 
took it for granted that all mar- 
ried women felt the same. So she 
tried to be happy. If something 
were indeed missing, she had no 
idaa what. 

The irony of Raven's life is that 
the husband she devoted herself to 
became her abuser, her tormenter 
and her cruel accuser, as he rejected 
two previous confessions to the 
mMurder-robbery and turned state's 
evidence and received a light 12- 
year sentence for simple robbery 
and obstruction of "justice." 

A step-daughter like-wise received 
total immunity to testify against 
Raven and had her past arrest record 
and charges dropped in axchange for 
helping convict an innocent woman. 
(This record includes robbery, kid- 
napping, assault.) 

During the three years in solitary 
confinement at Jessup Prison for 
Women, Raven endured many hardships-- 
being alone was number one. But 
also the authorities at the prison 
disliked Indians as much as the 
court had and as much as Judge 
Cole had.- She was abused, hit, 
starved, kept in a cell unfit for 
a human. All of her cries for help 


tidy a Neanderthal world view may 
have been, I knew what she meant. 

Something like the Hollywood Cow- 
boy vs. Indian mentality. The 
ultimate fear, she told me is that 
his way of thinking has taken hold 
of the country. 

The work her campaign must do, 
Sonia said, is to counter that 
ultimate “patriarchal mind." We 
must have as many voices in as many 
forms as possible to present a dif- 
ferent view...the feminist view." 

"What about Mondale?" I asked. 

"He and the Democrats have the same 
disease...Patriarchy. Militarism... 
the military mind that seeks "power 
over" js rooted in patriarchy." 

The Democrats are simply not quite 
as terminally afflicted, she told 
me. 
“We are at the end of the Pat- 
riarchal Era," she said, “and we 


are seeing its bare bones in 
Reagan's policies--violent, bla- 


tent enu Stripped of pretense. 
Mondale, she implied, is stii? 
pretending. 

But aren't we afraid that by not 
voting for Mondale we elect Reagan, 
I wanted to know. Sonia is NOT 
afraid of taking a single elec- 
toral vote from Mondale. "The 
people who will vote for me are 
people who would not vote for 
either Mondale or Reagan because 
both stand for and support a cor- 
rupt world system." 

"I'm trying to help people under- 
stand that we have to change the 
whole value system, that is what 
we are talking about, and that 
is why I'm doing what I'm doing." 

Tired as she must be from her 
presidential effort, Sonia sounded 
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like energy itself as she told me 

of her arrest for Civil Disobed? 
jience. In just hours from our con- 
versation she was to appear in court 
in Woburn, MA to face charges stem- 
ming from her participation in an 
action against AVCO on June 18. 


At hone an hour later, 1 placed 
the call and found myself inter- 
viewing a presidential candidate. 
Well, actually it felt more like 
an exciting conversation about 
vital things with a friend. 

"There were about 150 of us, men 
and women, At 8:00 am we broke 
through the fence...well, it was 
a snow fence actually, and we only 
had to lean against it...and moved 
onto AVCO land." AVCO, she ex- 
plained, makes parts for Trident 
and all those other horror machines. 

"We were divided up into affinity 
groups ,and each did a different 
part of the action. I was inclu- 
ded in the “Mass. Group" We 
staged a "die-in. There were 7 or 
8 of us. We wore black, lay down 


Cont. on page 9 


went unheeded, until the State Su- 
preme court of Maryland finally 
decided she deserved another trial. 
The Attorney General of Maryland, 
Stephen H. Sachs, tried to. block 
the new trial and petitioned the 
Supreme Court to change its mind; 
it would not. Raven would get 
another trial. Amanda Bull of the 
public Defender's Office was ap- 
pointed to "defend" Raven. In let- 
ters and in telephone conversa- 
tions, she admitted that Raven 
could not get a fair trial in 
Judge Cole's courtroom and that 
had been proven once already. Ms. 
Bull asserted that she filed a 
motion to change venue/ also a 
motion to have Judge Cole removed 
from the trial. She also asserted 
in writing that she would make 
sure the background, criminal 
records of witnesses were brought 
out for the jury to know. It is 
now apparent that Ms. Bull did not 
file any motions for a change of 
venue/nor to have Judge Cole removed; 
and during the jury trial nothing 
was brought up about the criminal 
records of the witnesses or the 
fact deals had been made was not 
to have charges dismissed against 
them. Add to this the fact that 
Raven was not even permitted to 


take the stand to defend herself 
and you have the trial, presided 
over by Judge Cole and the Second 
death sentence handed down on Feb- 
ruary 22, 1984. 

So, when Raven looked across that 
jailcel] and saw Donna Taylor, a 
lesbian, accused of having "pot" 
in her possession, her life was in 
quite a mess, her heart in an up- 
roar and her faith in almost every- 
one shattered. She certainly was- 
n't looking for love or sex or even 
a close friendship, as she knew her 
life was being lived moment by mom- 
ent. She could not involve anyone 
in her pain. 

But, the younger women could see 
that Raven was suffering inthe lon- 
liness that her heartaches brought 
to her and she tried to talk with 
her. There were three other women 
in the cell, all white women. None 
offered any compassion to Raven, as 
they seemed to cringe in fear of her. 
They had “heard” she had murdered an 
old women in "cold-blood" as the 
jailers had prepared everyone in the 
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Correction: 
The photographs which 
appeared in the June 1984 


issue centerfold were taken 


by Sue Tyler. 
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Dear Friends: 


Nuclear War is an organization of 
High School students and teachers 
working together to reverse the 
nuclear arms race. STOP is an 
extremely important network in 
the peace movement today, because 
it empowers young people to voice 
their opinions and become involved 
with the world in which they live. 
Through working together, students - 
and teachers challenge conventignal 
patterns of domination. STOP seeks 
to link the process of learning to 
promote egalitarian relationships 
with the efforts towards world 
peace. STOP views the arms race 
as part of a whole system of in- 
equality and injustice. 

Recently STOP Nuclear War held 
its third Annual Meeting in North- 
field, Massachusetts. The gather- 
ing of STOP students, teachers and 
individuals from all over the coun- 
try (eighty participants in total) 
was successful in trying to re- 
evaluate and critically discuss the 
purpose and strategy of STOP as a 
national organization. The An- 
naul Meeting provided a place for 
small groups to meet and informal 
dialogue to occur, new friends 
were made and the network was 
strengthened through welcoming 
new members and revitalizing 
familiar organizers. 

The Annual Meeting took place 
on August 18 and 19 and workshops 
were held on both days including 
such topices as, "What about 
the Russians?" led by returning 
friends from a peace cruise to 
the USSR, "How to organize at 
the regional level," and a showing 
of the student-made video produc- 
tion, "Changing the Silence." 

A panel of four STOP students 

spoke on youth in the peace movement. 
We role played of talking to par- 
ents, teachers and friends about 

the nuclear issue. We held a work- 
shop on fundraising and a workshop 

on Japanese culture ted by Yoko 
Kitara who has traveled all over 
speaking on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Other workshops included working with 
the media, alternatives to military 
recruitment in schools and much more. 

The Annual Meeting is an important 
part of STOP because it brings to- 
gether the nationwide network which 
provides the opportunity to pool 
resources, ideas and experiences so 
as to educate each other. All who 
attended seemed impressed and in- 
spired by the wealth of information 
that folks of all ages brought to 
share. There was a sense of hope 
as the meeting came to a close. 

We realized that the difficult 
months ahead are still a serious 
challenge, yet through our work 
together there was a refreshing 

and encouraging commitment to action 
that we all took home with us. 

If you would Jike more informa- 
tion, call or write: STOP NUCLEAR 
WAR, 636 Beacon Street, Room 23, 
Boston, MA 02215 (617)437-0035 


In Peace, 


Rachel Hass 
Boston Regional Director 


Dear Friends: 


For years I was certain I was not 
unique in being strictly "Het" nor 
"Les" and, if pressed for a label, 
feeling more "Bi." But if I belonged 
to a group, it was certainly an in- 
visible one--and I wanted to be 
able to see others like myself, be- 
cause we have a lot to talk about. 

Over a year has passed since I: 
began my search for other bisexual 
women, especially those who feet 
that therapy-oriented or college- 
oriented services are NOT what 
they want. Response to my ads 
and letters in the VWV was encour- 
aging (over 30 women so far have 
written or inquired), and a group 
did form. We are for real and not 
just "going through a phase" or 
fence sitting. We are of var- 
jous backgrounds, have diverse 
living arrangements, some of us 
are mothers, we are in our late 
20's to 50's, our jobs are blue, 
pink, and white collar. We are as 
interesting a bunch of women as 
you'll find. 

The Northeastern Regional Con- 
ference on Bisexuality held last 
Spring at Hartford University 
brought home to me how many of us 
there are, both men and women, 
and how much work we have to do 
to secure our right to be who we 
are just like anybody else. 

At NEWME a workshop on bisex- 
uality carried the same feeling. 

A bunch of women came. Some were 
amazed that such a workshop existed. 
Some snuck away from lesbian friends 
to come. Others came from the 
straight world. Some of us have 
always known we didn't fit, others 
came to explore a new idea. One 
women had a name for her personal 
preference: “Byke." We talked 

a lot about feminist politics, 

about networking, about the need 

to form groups where none yet ex- 
ist. The feeling was one of syn- 
thesis. Boston has a very active 
bisexual women's group--over 300 
women and a newsletter (BBWN). 
Hartford and NYC also have strong 
bisexual women's groups. 


Western Massachusetts has the poten- 
tial for a similarly strong organ- 
ization, but we need your strength 
and diversity to create it. DON'T 
STAY IN THE WOODWORK. (1 think if 
we were merely in closets, we'd have 
been “out" long ago.) To join, you 


don't need to change your lifestyle-- 


come as you are. To come to a meet- 
ing doesn't mean you have to join. 
You can be as anonymous as you need 


to be, as open as you feel safe with. 


We are an open group, no fees. We 
are looking for meeting space, pref- 
erably accessible. 

NEXT MEETING: Oct. 4, 7:30 p.m. 
Montague, MA. See EWC Calendar of 
Events (posted above the library), 
Everywoman's Center, UMass, Am- 
herst for the exact place. 

Send letters to: IS0, c/o Every- 
woman's Center, Wilder Hall, UMass, 
Amherst, MA 01003. 


Yours in womanhood, 


150 
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Dear Women: 


You may already know that a group 
of women have been meeting this sum- 
mer to form a women's network here 
in Western Massachusetts. The pri- 
mary purpose of the Network is to 
do education, publicity and ltob- 
bying around issues that affect 
women and their children where 
we live. 

The next meeting will be held on 

Thursday, October 4 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Center for Reflective Ac- 
tion at Mont Marie in Holyoke. 
For those of you coming from afar, 
please note that we do plan to ro- 
tate the meetings to take place in 
each of the four counties. 

If you need information or can- 
not attend the meeting but are in- 
terested in joining the Network, 
please call Jane Sanders at 533-4125 
or 536-1629. Anyone can become a 
supporting member of the Network 
and receive our mailings for a don- 
ation. 

We'd most Tike you to come to the 
meeting on October 4th to see what 
the Western Mass. Women's Network 
is all about and consider becoming 
an active member. So many of us 
work on different issues affecting 
women and children--imagine if that 
energy is combined into one big ef- 
fort! 

We hope to see you on October 4th. 
Feel free to pass this information 
on to anyone else you think would 
be interested. 


Sincerely, 


Interim Steering Committee 
members, Marsha Humphrey, 
Ellen Leahy, Sandy Lopez, 
Mary McRae, Carolyn Muzzi 
Jane Sanders, Brinittes ae 
aria Stone, Sandy alt 


Welissa Wenid- 
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NEWSBRIEFS 


Government Homophobia 


FBI SAID TO SPY ON GAY GROUPS 


Los Angeles, CA: FBI files show 
the bureau spied on homosexual 
groups in several major cities dur- 
ing the 1950s and 1960s because it 
considered them a threat to nation- 
al security, according to a civil 
liberties attorney. 

The files, obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act, docu- 
ment FBI surveillance that included 
infiltration of agents and inforn- 
ants into homosexual-rights groups 
- in some cases even after no il- 
legal activity was found, attorney 
John Heilman said. 

An FBI spokesman in San Francisco 
said that he could not comment on 
Heilman's findings. 

More than 1,000 pages of FBI 
files were obtained by writer Dan 
Siminoski, who got them through a 
Jawsuit he filed in 1983, and hired 
Heflman to represent him, the Los 
Angeles attorney said. 

"Several investigations were 
closed because there was no evi- 
dence of wrongdoing and then there 
were further documents on file re- 
questing that the investigation be 
reopened," he said. 

Heilman, who is affiliated with 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
said there were indications the 
orders to reopen the probes came 
from the FBI's Washington head- 
quarters. (Daily Hampshire Gazette) 


: Sexual Abuse 


A giri who lives with her step- 
tather runs a 1l-in-6 chance of be- 
ing sexually abused by him, suggests 
a major study released in August. 

The study of 930 randomly select- 
ed San Francisco women also suggests 
that sexual abuse of girls 15 more 
widespread in the USA than previously 
believed: 28 percent will be sexually 
abused before the age 14, and 38 per 
cent will have at least one such ex- 

perience before age 18. 

Previous estimates have ranged 
from 20 percent to 343 percent. 

Diane E.H. Russell, professor ot 
sociology at Mills College, presented 
her Findings at the second Interna- 
tional! Conference ot Family Violence 
at the University of New Hampshire. 

“Abuse was way more prevalent than 
other studies had found," says Rus- 
sell, who beiieves the actual inci- 


Rape in Marriage 


MAN CONVICTED OF RAPING HIS WIFE 
GETS 14 YEARS 


Miami, FL: A church music teacher 
who was convicted of raping his wife 
was Sentenced Monday to 14 years in 
prison, 

William Rider, convicted two weeks 
ago of kidnapping and sexual bat- 
tery on his wife, could have re- 
ceived a maximum of life in prison. 


Following the attack in September 
1982, Rider bandaged a cut an his 
wife's hand, called a minister and, 
then tock her to James Archer Smith 
Hospital in Homestead, near the fa- 
mily's Miami trailer home, according 
te testimony. 

Rider is already in jail for par- 
cle violation on a previous 20-year 
sentence for second-degree murder. 
‘he couple was divorced in December 
1983. Attorneys for the defense 
Said they would appeal the convic- 
tion and sentence. 

Rider's attorney, Mark Hektner, 
Said one of the disputed points was 
SNE judge's refusal to allow evi- 
“ence a 300-page deposition by the 
“ictin, Marian Rider. In it, she 
~~ Itted to being a one-time drug 
goons alcoholic who had partici- 
“ted in lesbian and group sex. 
(Daily Hampshire Gazette) 


REAGAN WOULD NOT EASE STAND ON 
HOMOSEXUALS 


Dallas, TX: President Reagan said 
in a statement released on August 17 
that his Administration would resist 
efforts to obtain any "government 
endorsement of homosexuality." 

Mr. Reagan made the comment in re- 
sponse to a questionnaire from the 
conservative publishers of the Pre- 
sidential Biblical Scoreboard, a 
magazine-type compilation of past 
statements and voting records of 
national candidates. 

The Reagan statement, dated July 
12, read: "Society has always re- 
garded marital love as a sacred ex- 
pression of the bond between a man 
and a woman. It is the means by 
which families are created and soci- 
ety itself is extended into the 
future. 


"In the Judeo-Christian tradition 
it is the means by which husband and 
wife participate with God in the cre- 
ation of a new human life. It is 
for these reasons, among others, 
that our society has always sought 
to protect this unique relation- 
ship. 

"In part the erosion of these 
values has given way to a celebration 
of forms of expression most reject, 
We will resist the efforts of some 
to obtain government endorsement of 
homosexuality." (New York Times) 


Lesbian Parental Rights 


LESBIANS' CUSTODY BATTLE POSES 
NOVEL ISSUES 


San Francisco, CA: Ina case pre- 
senting novel legal issues in family 
law, a judge in Oakland has ruled 
that a lesbian may seek visiting 
rights to the child born to her for- 
mer companion while the two women 
were living together. 

Judge Demetrius Agretelis of 
Atameda County Superior Court ruled 
this week that Linda Jean Loftin 
could petition the court for visit- 
ing rights to the 6-year-old child, 
who was conceived through artifi- 
cial insemination, under a state 
law that grants certain custody 
rights to nonbiolagical fathers. 

"I think he made the right de- 
cision," said Ivan Morse, Ms. Lof- 
tin's attorney. "It's a very tough 
area because there's no case law 
and no statutory Jaw." 

Ms, Loftin and Mary Elizabeth 
Flournoy exchanged vows in a church 
ceremony in 1977, but such unions 
are not legally recognized. 

When the couple decided to have 
a child, sperm was obtained from 
Ms. Loftin'’s brother, and Ms, 
Flournoy was inseminated with Ms. 
Loftin's assistance. A daughter 
was born the next year and was given 
the family name of Loftin. Ms. 
Loftin is listed as the father on 
the child's birth certificate. 


The couple separated in 1980, and 
although Ms. Loftin made voluntary 
child support payments, Ms. Flournoy 
refused to let her visit the child. 
In March 1983, Ms. Loftin, a 35- 
year-old postal worker, filed suit 
seeking visiting rights. 

Karen Ryer, Ms. Flournoy's attor- 
ney, said she thought Judge Agrete- 
lis had "pulled in several areas of 
the law to find a niche where the 
case would fit." State law recog- 
nizes visitation rights for grand- 
parents and stepparents, she said, 
and certain rights for interested 
parties such as foster parents or 
guardians who are the “psychologi- 
cal parents" of a child. 


"Innumerable numbers of lesbians 
in the area are having children like 
this," Ms. Ryer said, "and the judge 
took notice of that." 

Barbara Raboy, director of the 
sperm bank of the Feminist Women's 
Health Center in Oakland, said about 
40 percent of the recipients were 
lesbians, most of them in couples. 
She said the center advised such 
couples to sign contracts that an- 
ticipated custody problems that 
would arise s the couple separ- 
ated or the biological mother died. 

(New York Times) 
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dence is even higher than her study 

tound. "I believe child pornography 
and the sexual revolution have con- 

tributed to the problem." 

lier study showed that only 8 per 
cent of the cases were reported to 
the police. 

Tha study detines sexual abuse as 
unwanted sexual contact, ranging from 
kissing and fondling to rape. 

The portion of the study focusing 
on incest showed that 17 percent of 
the girts were abused by stepfathers 
with whom they lived, compared with 
@ percent who were abused by-biologi- 
cal fathers in their household. 

Uther findings: 


~Of all the women in the study, 
4.9 percent had been abused by an 
uncle, 4.5 percent by a father, 3 
percent by a first cousin, and 2.2 
percent by a brother. 

-Only 11 percent of the abusers 
were strangers. Twenty-nine percent 
were relatives and 60 percent known. 


(USA) 


Abortion News 


DOCTOR IN VIRGINIA LOSES LICENSE 
FOR DOING UNNECESSARY ABORTIONS 


Norfork, VA: An executive commit- 
tee of the state Board of Medicine 
suspended the license of Dr. Chris 
Simopoulos on July 27, because he 
was charged with performing abortions 
on women who were not pregnant. 
Officials say that more than a 

dozen women were wrongly told they 
were pregnant, including one who had 
submitted a man's urine for tests. 
Dr. Simopoulos' attorney contended 
that the problem was misdiagnosis. 


The investigation toltiowed inquir- 
jes by the Tidewater chapter of the 
National Organization for Women and 
the Nortolk Virginian-Pilot ana the 
Ledger-Star. 

After the hearing, Dr. Simopoulos' 
attorney, Chris A. Christie, said, 
“There's a tremendous difference be- 
tween medical misdiagnosis and a 
criminal intentional, fraudulent 
act. Doctors are only human, not , 
only this doctor but many doctors. 
“If you consider a misdiagnosis as 
a criminal act, there would rtp lot 
of problems in the medical fie a 

"A report by the manufacturer a! 
the tests, Orga On tne chances of 
range, ’ 
hes os itive result were small. 
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At least four policewomen had 
urine tests at tne clinic on July 24 
and 25, and three were told they 


were pregnant. Testing elsewhere 
showed the three were not pregnant. 
One policewoman returned to. the 
clinic on July 26 for a physical 
examination and an abortion, As 
Dr. Simopoulos preparea to pertorm 
the procedure, the officer stopped 
him, called anotner officer from 
the lobby and arrested the doctor. 


(NYT) 


ABORTION AD BAN LIFTED 


Chicago, IL: The city's transit 
system must accept advertising by 
Planned Parenthood that mentions 
abortion, a Federal District Judge 
ruled in August. 

Judge Milton Shadur ruled that the 
Chicago Transit Authority, which had 
rejected the group's advertising, 
must now lease space to the group. 

He declared unconstitutional the 
authority's decision to reject the 
ads, which list abortion as one ap- 
tion in family planning. He also 
Said that the authority's policy of 
rejecting controversial public mes- 
sages had been applied in an "ingi- 
diously discriminatory way." 
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Officials of the Planned Parenthood - 
Association/Chicago Area said they 
were pleased with the ruling. Bill 
Baxa, a spokesperson for the transit 
authority, said it would study the 
decision before determining thetr 
next step. (New York Times) 


Women Lose Out 


INCOME UP FOR MOST,, BUT NOT FEMALE- 
HEADED FAMILIES 


Washington, DC: Cuts in government as- 
sistance have lowered the income of ‘fami- 
lies headed by women, even as most other 
households were getting a boost from 
President Reagan's tax program, new go- 
vernment statistics show. : 
ame income for American households 

mbe ef per cent to an average 
between 1981 and 1982, the bereue oe 
reports, 

But families headed by women, with no 
husband present, suffered a 3.8 percent 
income decline to an average of $10,868 
the report disclosed. 

Cuts in Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children and other assistance programs 
may be at least part of the reason for 
this drop, said Charles Nelson of the 
Census Bureau. He noted that eligibility 
rules for several programs have been 
tightened, eliminating some participants 
and thus lowering average income for women, 

(Daily Hampshire Gazette) 
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Broomstick: AFeminist Journal by, for 
and about Women over Forty 


BROOMSTICK is a feminist political 
journal by, for, and about women 
over forty which gives priority to 
material that conveys clear and 
positive images of older women, 
that takes a stand against the de- 
nigration of older women which our 
culture purveys, and that offers us 
alternatives which will make our 
lives Kattar MOANMSTICK es intention 
is te form an understanding of our 
lite situations and acquire the 
skills to improve them. 

The name BROOMSTICK combines a 
Tot of symbolism: women's shared 
skills and work (homemaking), change 
and improvement (the new broom 
sweeps clean), power (the witch 
flies on the broom), healing (the 
witch as an ancient healer), and 
speaking out about what society 
calls ugliness. 


TWO WOMEN WITH A BROOMSTICK 
-by Marjory Nelson 


Do you ever look in the mirror 
and sigh over your wrinkles, or 
brood over the fact that you can't 
do all of the things that you used 
to do, or get the feeling that life 
is passing you by? If you do, you 
are not alone. Every day, count- 
less numbers of women experience 
these and other feelings related 
to the process of aging. As the 
population grows and more women 
live longer, the number of women 
over forty is also increasing. 

No one can stop the process of 
growing old, but it doesn't have 
to be a negative experience, parti- 
cularty is a woman feels needed 
and supported. The problem for 
Many women is how to make that 
happen, since the onslaught of 
age often hits at the very time 
that traditional support systems 
are also breaking down. 

After struggling with intense 
changes in their own lives, two 
women on the West Coast concluded 
that the best and most available 
source of support and encourage- 
ment for older women is other 
older women. They have started 


a magazine which is written, edited, 
and published "by, for, and about 
women over 40," 

Being a magazine editor is a new 
career for both women. Polly Tay- 


lor spent most of her adult life 

as a trained social worker and psy- 
chotherapist. Mickey Spencer went 
the more traditional way of husband 
and two children. Yet each woman 
independently reached a point in her 
life when she found that she had to 
rethink her life plans and reorder 
her priorities. 

"The old ways just weren't work- 
ing for me," says Polly. "“Gradual- 
ly, I began to realize that the pro- 
blems | was facing weren't mine a- 
Jone and that there weren't any 
easy answers around, either." Polly 
was working in Buffalo, NY, when she 
began to experience her midlife cri- 
sis. “I was living by myself ina 
big house with two bathrooms and a 
washer and dryer and every gadget 
you could think of, yet I began to 
get the feeling that something had 
happened, that something was very 
wrong. All of my older women clients 
had similar feelings, and I didn't 
know what to say to them. I felt 
trapped by all of my possessions, 
yet I was afraid to give them up. 
Finally, in desperation, I decided 
that I had to get out of that life- 
style to see if I could find the 
root of the problem.” 

She sold everything and moved to 
San Francisco. But such a drastic 
change was very difficult. "I didn't 
have a sense of anything that I 
could offer or do. 1 certainly did 
not know that I wanted to publish 
a magazine. How could I have known? 
I needeaspace just to be myself and 
do nothing, or only work at odd 
jobs to pick up money. But I was 
very depressed for awhile. I was 
stuck and I had to get out of that 
place before I could discover the 
next step. That's what midlife 
changes are like for many women. We 
have to let go of the old ways be- 
fore we can move one. It can be 
very frightening to do that alone." 


"Older women are virtually invisi- 
ble in this society, " says Mickey, 
who spent most of her adult life 
cooking and caring for her family,” 
following her husband around the 
country in a series of jobs, 
throwing all of her energy into de- 
corating each successive house. 

"Il left a gorgeous place in Long 
Island, a spectacular mosaic tile 
job in Minnesota, and a warm red 


kitchen in Rochester, NY, “ she 
muses. "J took all sorts of clas- 
ses and became involved in every . 
cause in the community but my own, 
Then her husband died, and Mickey 
and her two sons moved to Berkley 
so she could enroll in a graduate 
program at the University of Cali- 
fornia. Although she was barely 
forty, her teachers and advisors 
told her that she was too old to 
be in school. 

"I looked around and saw plenty 
of men students who were my age 
and no one was telling them that 
they shouldn't be there, That 
woke me up." Mickey became a 
champion for the rights of older 
women. 

As Mickey and Polly began talking 
to other midlife women about their 
experiences, perhaps it was inev- 
itable that they should finally 
meet. They became part of a small 
group that gathered regularly to 
give each other support. Before 
long, they were dreaming of a maga- 
zine that could provide a forum for 
all the things they had to say. 

This was the time (1978) when the 
San Francisco Women's Centers cre- 
ated a resource and referral ser- 
vive for alder women. The new 
center, housed in the Women's 
Building on Valencia St., and 
known today as OPTIONS For Women 
Over 40, needed a calendar and news- 
Jetter. Mickey and Polly volun- 
teered to take that on. In ex- 
change they would have space for 
their forum, 

They call their magazine BROOM- 
STICK. "The broom is symbolic for 
women,: says former housewife, 
Mickey. "We've used it to sweep a- 
way the dirt in our houses and now 
we want to use it to sweep away 
the prejudices against older women." 


Although in two short years it 
has become national in its outreach, 
their publication retains a flavor 
that's as homemade as grandma's ber- 
ry cobbler, "Our writers are our 
readers and our readers are our 
Writers. We depend on women across 
the country to send in their exper= 
Jences and ideas. After all, who 
knows better than a middle-aged wo- 
man what middle age is really like?" 
Polly asked me. 


It used to be that midlife women 
going through upheavals were dis- 
missed as "just going through the 
change of life.” BROOMSTICK put 
out a whole issue on "Menopause 
that was so popular they published 
a reprint. "That's because we act- 
ually furnished information that 
women could report from their own 
lives. Like the business of sore 
thumbs," Mickey said. “Did you 
ever know that this is a commom 
symptom of menopause?" she asked. 

“"T read about it in BROOMSTICK," 
I told her. "Oo you have any ad- 
vice for women going thraugh mid-~ 
life changes?" I asked Mickey. 

“Never give up," was her reply. 
"We all want results quickly and 
nothing works like that. We go 
through periods where we need some- 
one to tell us never to give up. We 
need to hear it twenty times a day. 
I turned my life over to too many 
people, not realizing that this 
was a way of giving up." 

Polly and I were walking along 
the beach just six blocks from her 
apartment when I asked her if it 
had all been worth it. She respond- 
ed, "You know, my life now is so 
filled with beautiful things like 
this beach and San Francisco, and I 
don't need to own them. There's so 
much warmth that 1 never knew be- 
fore. Circles of people." 

Older women have often been called 
witches as a way of putting them 
down. Polly asked me if I knew that 
the word "witch" comes from the same 
root as the word wisdom. There was 
a time, in the Middle Ages, when 
the witches were the healers, the 
wise old women of the community. 
"We want to recapture that meaning," 
Polly asserted. "We have a Jot of 
accumulated experience from all our 
years of living. We have a kind of 
wisdom. We think that there's a 
need for wise, healing, older women 
in our society, too." 


Note: BROONSTICK will soon be 
available on a regular basis for 
reading at the Everywoman's Center, 
Wilder Wall, on UMass campus. 
Yearly subscriptions are available 
for $10.00 (within U.S.). Write to 
BROOMSTICK, 3543 18th Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94110 for subscrip- 
tions and brochures. 


Mother Bond Damage and Healing in 
Lesbian Relationships 


by Eileen R. Grosso, M.A. 


In my work as a lesbian therapist 
and in the general progress of my 
own therapy, 1 have been greatly 
interested in those lesbians who 
have experienced damage to the bond 
between themselves and their moth- 
ers, and how that damage has af- 
fected their present intimate re- 
lationships with other women. But 
most importantly, I have begun to 
recognize that the damage which 
occurs when a little girl loses 
the sense of positive connectedness 
to her mother is not only of tre- 
mendous significance, but also has 
great potential for deep healing, 
Particularly for lesbians. 

Between most mothers and daugh- 
ters, there exists from birth a 
special type of primary bond that 
is different from and, according 
to Nancy Chodorow (Reproduction 
of Mothering, 1978) stronger than 
the bond between mothers and sons. 
According to Chodorow, all children 
form a primary love/sex bond with 
their mothers, since it is the 
smell and feel of a woman that they 
first feel intense need and desire 
for. Sons are pushed out of the 
maternal circle early on in efforts 
to make "men" out of them, and 
mothers are always aware of the 
sexual "otherness" of their sons. 
There thus occurs, between a mother 
and son a loosening of the primary 
bond as her child learns to iden- 
tify with his father, which includes 
learning to devalue women. At the 
same time he is offered a mother 
substitute/wife to reunite with 


later on in life. 

While both sons and daughters ex- 
perience a matrisexual pull (Chodo- 
row) towards their mother, it is 
daughters who, because of the same- 
ness of their sex in relation to 
their mother, bond uninterruptedly 
with their mothers. Because there 
is no difference in sex, mothers 
experience their daughters as like 
them, and therefore tend to expect 
them to be closer and more similar 
to themselves, or to fulfill either 
negative or positive expectations 
they may have, sometimes unconscious- 
ly, about themselves. Daughters are 
therefore taught, and because they 
are nurtured by another woman, feel, 
a much tighter bond with their mo- 
thers which is comprised of an in- 
tense desire for and identification 
with their mother. 

As a little girl matures, she 
never fully relinquishes her first 
love, her mother, but learns instead 
to add on a secondary (Chodorow) -at- 
tachment to men. I believe that 
this first love of a little girl 
for her mother is essentially les- 
bian in character in that it is com- 
Prised of a full emotional connec- 
tion to another woman combined with 
an emerging desire for her. In the 
case of adult lesbians, there is a 
choice or occurence that the primary 
attachement to mother is transferred, 
with the addition of sexuality to 
Other women while there is loss or 
lack of secondary sexual and person- 
al attachment to men. 

The question I am exploring in 
this article is "What happens to 


Cont. on page 5 


Lesbian Relationships, cont. 


Cont. from page 4 


lesbians who, Vike all women, have 


loved ; 
Wome mothers in this way, but 
a Perienced an emotionally 
Perceived loss of their mother’s 
‘ove in their childhood?" 
y Although in most cases of “mother 
loss", there is not an actual physi- 
cal loss of the mother, still there 
Occurs in the lives of these women 
wno have experienced mother bond da- 
Mage such a traumatic change in the 
quality of the mother-daughter rela- 
tionship that the child feels a pro- 
found disturbance in her mother's 
love for her. This disturbance can 
have many origins in the mother, but 
feels to the child as if she has 
lost her mother's love. Since the 
child is so little, she cannot han- 
dle such a psychological blow, and 
she splits off fron the pain without 
working it through sufficiently. She 
carries with her thereafter a tre- 


mendous longing for the love she lost, 


sometimes with so much anger that 


she is determined to never need again. 


This combination of vulnerability 
and guardedness produces unique 
Stresses in her adult life. 
Her loneliness is profound, because 
it is the aloneness she experienced 
as a child who was cut off from the 
emotional food of love. Her pain 
cannot be cured or even touched un- 
til she reconnects, through therapy 
first, to the old loss and her con- 
tinued connection to it in her pre- 
sent life. Only then can she begin 
to let in a more positive and 
healing experience. 

Most of, the pain in my own life 
has come from the knowledge that 
my mother did not love me. Although 
I am an incest survivor, it was the 
recognition that something about my 
existence was unwelcome to my mo- 
ther and that made her turn away 
from me in disgust which caused me 
the most intense anguish. Since I 
had no way to understand this nega- 
tive reaction to me, I buried 
deeply and secretly the awful sus- 
Picion that there must be something 
terribly wrong with me. I grew up 
feeling that I was not my mother's 
child, that I was like an orphan 
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who longed for the benevolent pro- 
tection of a gently woman, some- 
thing it seemed that other child- 
ren deserved, but somehow, I did 
not. Only in relation to women la- 
ter on in myilife did I begin to 
work through the pain and the rage 
of such psychological desertion, 
and also to experience a deeper 
kind of healing of this mother 
bond damage. 

My experience was one of emotion- 
al abandonment and led to feelings 
that I was essentially without a 
Mother at all. Other women under- 
go another type of mother loss that 
involves such ridgidity, condition- 
ality, and negativity that they do 
not experience enough of a positive 
nurturance and acceptance of then- 
selves in their mother's eyes. 

This kind of "negative love” appears 
to create in the child the sane 
sense of loss and betrayal that 
earmarks a woman who has been ma- 
ternally undernourished. 

For lesbians, both kinds of ex- 
periences produce the same longing 
for a positive mothering experience, 
and the singe negative connections 
and ties to their mothers which re- 
sult irtcontinued difficulty with 
adult women with whom they become 
involved. It is impossible to ex- 
pect a lover to fill the holes and 
to ease the Tongings that such da- 
Mage causes in the psyche of a wo- 
Man who has been so hurt. And, 
yet, when the hurt has been worked 
through in therapy, it is essential 
to experience a lover whose good- 
ness and acceptance is healing. 

For lesbians who have undergone 
mother loss, there are significant 
and pervasive patterns stemming 
from the original mother-daughter 
relationship which create a style 
of dealing with others in adult 
life that is designed to protect 
the individual from the intense 
feelings of vulnerability and 
guardedness she has in a love re- 
lationship with another woman. 
Ironically, this deeply ingrained 
way of interacting, which if often 

only partially conscious, causes 
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the person to choose lovers who 
duplicate the same feelings of re- 
jection and worthlessness as she 
once had with her mother. Ina 
real way, the significance of mo- 
ther bond damage in lesbian women 
is that they do not understand 
positive love and nurturance and 
indeed, on a subconscious level, 
are very afraid to let a good per- 
son in a good relationship into 
their lives. 

I have experienced personally 
and witnessed professionally that 
the feelings which are common to 
mother-damaged women involve in- 
tense rage, rejection of the mo- 
ther as a role model, deep humil- 
jiation at the sense of being 
judged bad and unlovable in some 
way by her, feelings of intrinsic 
worthlessness, and the sense that 
she is undeserving of any love at 
all, except perhaps the kind of 
negative love she might have exper- 
fenced as a child. A woman such as 
this fe-ls at heart that the world 
is a place where she will never be 
given anything, where she must 
learn to take whatever she can. 

This is the work of therapy, to 
uncover the underlying damages, 
work them through, and to free the 
individual lesbian to become in- 
volved with a healthy, positive 
lover. 

Because, for lesbians, there is 
the physical and emotional dupli- 
cation of the mother-daughter re- 
lationship, as well as the reality 
of the adult situation. I am em- 
Phasizing in this article that 
there is a greater potential for 
healing for lesbians than there 
is for heterosexual women, Although 
I have certainly seen notable ex- 
ceptions with certain male/female 
relationships, I have in general 
Noted that wonen who look for nur- 
turance and healing from me are 
often disappointed by the extent 
of their needs versus the limits 
of most men's ability to provide 
the closeness and connectedness 
of a nourishing relationship. 

Successful therapy only takes a 
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person so far, in that it soa 
her from the past and potentiates 
the future. When a woman finally 
takes the risk of opening up again 
in a positive emotional way to a- 
nother woman, there occurs an ab- 
solutely significant touching and 
softening of that part of her that 
was never recognized or loved by 
her mother. 

This kind of return to a woman's 
body and a woman's heart is, in a 
symbolic way, a return to the ori- 
ginal "mother" and a corrective 
emotional experience that allows 
the individual lesbian to re-bond 
with a significant primary female 
and to experience for the first 
time what it is like to be good and 
lovable, delightful and desirable 
to another woman. 

Mother loss as I have discussed 
it is a crippling experience for a 
woman, but with the courage and 
committment to change, the pain of 
this significant trauma can be 
healed and worked through. 

I will be happy to discuss my on- 
going workshops for women concerned 
with this issue in their lives. 
Women who are interested can call 
me at 203-523-4396, 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Eileen R. 


Grosso, M.A., is a psychotherapist 
with a private prectice in Hart- 
ford, CT. She specializes in Les- 
bian and Incest Psychology. This 
article was presented at a Psycho- 
logy of Women Conference held in 
Boston in March 1984. Her work on 
mother bond damage stems from in- 
terest in Incest Psychology. She 
will present her theory, as it 
relates to incest, at a conference 
in Boston on October 20, 1984. See 
announcenents for further informa- 
tion. Eileen Grosso is currently 
doing work on Sexual Dysfunction in 
Lesbian Relationships and will be 
holding a workshop beginning in 
November. Interested women can 
call her at 203-523-4396. 
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Abortion Clinics Under Attack 


by Sylvia Battey 

Eleven serious acts of terrorism 
directed against abortion-related 
facilities have occurred so far this 
year in the United States. In the 
3,000 abortion facilities in our 
country, almost 200 incidents of 
harassment, vandalism and picketing 
have plagued their existence. Cop- 
ing with the terrorism and other 
incidents has become a part of the 
daily struggle to protect the rights 
of women to control our own bodies 
and lives. Barbara Radford, the 
executive director of the National 
Abortion Federation, responded with 
Outrage to the terrorism. "There 
is a reign of terror throughout the 
country. Patients and staff at a- 
bortion facilities are being haras- 
sed, and clinics are being invaded 
and machine-gunned." (USA) The fol- 
lowing is a sampling of the types 
of terrorism that have occurred in 
the last few months: 


ARSON: In Everett, WA, the Femin- 
ist Women's Health Center has been 
hit three times this year. The last 
fire caused $100,000 in damage and 
closed the clinic. Anti-choice pro- 
tester Curtis Beseda was accused of 
one arson. (USA) 


BOMBING: In Pensacola, FL, the 
Ladies" Clinic, which performs abor- 
tions, was bombed, causing $45,000 
in damage. Authorities say it was 
probably (!) the work of an anti- 
choice group. (USA) 


BOMBING: In Washington, DC, a 
powerful explosive device connected 
to a propane tank damaged the Na- 
tional Abortion Federation offices 
on July 4. The bomb could have le- 
veled the NAF, according to offi- 


BOMBING: In Annapolis, MS, a si- 
milar bomb exploded three days later 
outside a Planned Parenthood Clinic. 
According to New Directions for Wo- 
men, an unidentified man told a 
Washington newspaper that his group 
was responsible for the bombing. "We 
are the Army of God. We destroyed 
an abortion clinic this morning. 
This is our message: We will send 
every abortion clinic to hell. Read 
Isaiah, Chapter 26. This is the 
Army of God. You may be next.” 


These extremist acts of violence 
contrast the actions by more moder- 
ate anti-choice groups, who denounce 
the violence. National Right to 
Life president Dr. Jack Wilke claims 
that the real violence goes on in 
the abortion clinics, and that no 
violent act has ever been linked to 
the pickets. 

There are many ways that anti- 
choice groups protest women's right 
to choose. One of their tacvics is 


to open anti-choice pregnancy cen- 
ters, These centers are opening 
across the United States at a rate 
of at Yeast 10 per month. The over- 
al] number of such centers has doub- 
led since Reagan took office. 
According to a recent USA Today 
article, the methods and tactics of 
these anti-choice clinics are, not 
surprisingly, similar. They often 
set up their offices near pro-choice 
clinics, and resemble them in appear- 
ance. (See detail? under MASSACHU- 
SETTS) They use neuter names such 
as "Crisis Pregnancy Center." They 
advertise in newspapers and offer 
financial aid to women who carry 
their fetuses to term. The anti- 
choice clinics offer free pregnancy 
tests and “counseling.” By induc- 
jing guilt, offering bribes and bom- 
barding vulnerable women with bla- 
tant and false propaganda, these 
clinics coerce 85% of women to- 
change their minds about abortion. 
National Abortion Federation execu- 
tive director Barbara Radford calls 
their methods "deceitful and dishon- 
est... They talk of the horrors of 
abortion.” The following gives 
some examples of the types of har- 
assment directed at abortion faci- 
lities and their employees which 
occurred in the last few months: 


IN MASSACHUSETTS: An anti-choice 
pregnancy-counseling center opened 
down the hall from the Planned Par- 
enthood office in Worcester. Plan- 
ned Parenthood (PPLM) contends that 
the anti-choice center's logo, P.P., 
Inc., infringes of the PPLM logo. 
State Appeals Court Judge Allan Hale 
dismissed PPLN's petition for an 
injunction. Instead, he ordered 
that a crucifix (!) not less than 8 
inches tall be affixed and kept on 
the anti-choice office's door, not 
iiore than 2 inches above the logo 
P.P., Inc. Planned Parenthood's 
infringement suit is still pending 
in Superior Court. 

(PPLM July 1984 REPORT) 


IN OKLAHOMA: Or. John Hamilton 
was forced to sell his privately- 
owned abortion clinic. Anti-choice 
protested outside the clinic for 
three months, objecting to the fact 
that Hamilton was on the staff at a 
Catholic Hospital. (USA Today) 


IN TENNESSEE: Two men were 
brought to trial on charges of dis- 
orderly conduct stemming from.their 
harassment of women entering the 
Volunteer Medical Center which of- 
fers abortions. (USA Today) 


IN ALABAMA: Rev. Edward Markley 
was found quilty of assaulting two 
abortion clinic employees and of 
splashing red paint on the clinic's 
walls and furniture. He is also 
facing charges of destroying birth 


Love Conquers Chains, cont. 
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jail to give Raven a cold reception. 
But Donna Taylor, 24 years old, 
didn't believe what the jailhouse 
gossips were saying, as she saw be- 
fore her a young women, barely 32 
years old, who was frightened. She 
looked at Raven's small frame, slim 
hips, small breasts, dark skin and 
hair and big black eyes, and she 
knew that this woman was no killer. 
The softness and gentleness of Raven 
seemed to reach out, and Donna felt 
her heart give such a tug as she had 
never known it before. Looking into 
Raven's eyes, Donna could see hurt 
and such pain as never seen before 
either. She knew this hurt creature 


was going to become her special friend. 
As Donna and Raven became acquainted, 


Raven told her that she was not gay, 
but that she had been writing to a 
lesbian who had turned out to be one 
of the best friends she'd known. She 
said she did not understand the "ways” 
of women who loved women, but that 
she didn't hold it against Donna for 
being a lesbian. Donna accepted that 
and did not try to push herself or 
make great overtures about changing 
Raven. She truly discovered a new 
feeling that she had never known in 
a woman to woman a eas 
admiration, concern, love. 
Oe the days and nights brought them 
so close together in the tiny cell, 
they never really had a time aoe 
alone. Prying eyes were everywher 
The cold bars cast strange shadows on 
at as close as 
the two women who $s 


they could, talking, 


confiding, grow-- 


jing more and more aware of the feelings 


growing,too. The cell had no privacy, 
and what little it did afford was con- 
taminated by a listening device, every 
word, every whisper would be heard and 
recorded. 

But in spite of the bars, in spite 
of the crowd, in spite of everything, 
Donna did fall in love with Raven and 
Raven fell in love with Donna. Their 
first kiss was heard and recorded,~ and 
it was-not long afterward that Raven 
was rudely taken to an jsolation cell 
and again she was alone. They called 


her a lesbian, a sick woman, a pervert. 
They put on Donna's record in bold let- 


ters: DYKE. They did not have com- 
passion or understanding for human 
emotions that had overtaken the two 
young women. They could care less 
that Raven had feelings aroused that 
had never been touched before. She 
was mistreated even more from that 
moment on. They took away her cig- 
arettes as punishment for being a les- 
bian, and they did not give her the 
medication she needed for the serious 
illness she had: cancer of the breast. 
After all, they knew she was now even 


more unfit to live in a decent society-- 
This was just 


a lesbian and an Indian. 
too much for the jailers to bear. The 
jailers threatened her life is she com- 
Plained to anyone, telling her, "You 
can fall off your bunk here very 
easily and break your neck." 

They would not permit Donna and 
Raven to write to each other. But 
where there is a will, there is a 


by bulbul 


SENATOR SLUDGEHEAD SAYS HES 
AGAINST. PRO-CHOICE BECAUSE 
.-. LIME /S SACRED I1! 


t 
in another clinic. Three armed 
guards now protect the Women's Com- 
munity Health Center. The director 
of the clinic, Vicki Sloup, resigned 
after the red-paint incident, saying 
that anti-choice protesters prevent- 
ed her from doing her job as a nurse. 
(USA Today) 


IN MARYLAND: Church protesters 
are taking credit for closing a cli- 
nic after more than two years of 
protesting, passing out literature, 
and "counseling" patrons. (USA Today) 


The terrorism does not stop with 
the United States. This summer, the 
Reagan administration proposed a po- 
licy that would take away all U.S. 
support from private family planning 
Organizations abroad that - with 
their own funds - advocate the right 
to abortion or provide abortion ser- 
vices. According to the Planned Par- 
enthood Federation of America, the 
Reagan administration is "imposing 
their views of abortion on the rest 
of the world (where they don't need 
a majority) in order to do abroad 
what it couldn't do at home: satis- 
fy a small but vocal anti-choice 
ninority in the U.S." Peter McPher- 
son, director of the United States 
Agency for International Development 
summed up this policy, “There's no 
question that the executive branch 
has decided to shut off the flow of 
Anerican money for abortion." (Bos- 
ton Globe) But the "shut off” does 
not stop these according to the In- 
ternational Planned Parenthood Fed- 
eration (IPPF), Without United 


control] devices with a sledgehammer States funding, even the birth con- 


way. They both sent letters to a 
friend, and the friend mailed thei. 
This made the time between each let- 
ter longer and the time is the most 
precious thing in a jail cell. Donna 
wrote Raven a poem, Raven wrote back. 
Their love was real, it is real to- 
day. They made secret vows by letter 
of their love and sealed their mar- 
riage. They were determined to 
spend the rest of their lives to- 
gether in thought and spirit. 

By acknowledging the fact she is a 
lesbian, Raven lost whatever support 
she had from the Indian tribe. They 
do not accept homosexuals into their 
community. By acknowledging the 
fact that she loves another women, 
her trial was even worse and her 
abuses grew. But she will not back 
down. She is in a world now that she 
feels she finally fits into, and the 
feelings, the love she feels for an- 
other woman she says is worth al] 
the torment that brought her to the 
place where she discovered them. 

She wants to tell the world about 
these feelings. She says that every 
woman should and must know that 
loving one another is so wonderful 
It fills the spirit with devotion — 
of such great degree that every- 
me else seems not to matter. 

Raven spends her time now n 
fighting for her life, which ae he 
such nieaning for her, but helping 
other women, too. She is a fighter 
an American Indian women with a new. 
Girection, dedicated to the sister- 
hood she never knew before. 


i 


trol programs in developing coun- 
tries will be cut off, resulting in 
no available family-planning ser- 
vices at all. McPherson said, “Any 
diminution in access to birth con- 
trol services is going to add im- 
measurably to the death toll, as 
well as to the number of abortions," 
(Boston Globe) Presently, pregnan- 
cy and pregnancy-related disorders 
are the number one cause of death 
in women of child-bearing age in 
the Third World. 

At the United Nations Conference 
on Population in Mexico City this 
summer, United States’ policies were 
criticized by nations al11 over the 
world as being coercive and imper- 
jalistic. The Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America calls the po- 
licies unconstitutional and inhumane. 
Referring to the terrorist acts 
within the U.S., Ira Glasser of the 
ACLA charged that the Reagan admini- 


Stration "turns its back when these 
reprehensible acts take place." 
(New Directions for Women) 


It's up to us to stop these ac- 
tions from continuing. We women 
have a right to control our bodies 
without fear of coercive or violent 
Measures directed against us. If 
you'd like to know more about what 
you can do to help fight these in- 
justices, contact the Reproductive 
Rights National Network (R2N2), 

17 Murray St., New York, NY 10007, 
the Planned Parenthood Federation 

of America, Inc., 810 Seventh Ave., 
New York, NY 10019, or the Committee 
for Equal Rights and Reproductive 
Freedom. (CERRF) on UMass campus. 
**eKKTT'S OUR RIGHT TO CHOOSE***** 


Raven is back on death row with 
the unjust men and women who hate 
her, trying their best to kill her. 
She is trying to get a fair trial. 
The chances of another one are 
slim. But if we are to continue 
to exist in this country as human 
beings, we must try with her to 
seek justice in this case. She 
needs and deserves our support. 
Plus her words of wisdom and under- 
standing are a joy to any woman 
who will hear them. She speaks of 
love not hate. She speaks of faith, 


not failure. She speaks of honor, 
not corruption. 


Her address is Doris Raven Darkwing. 


#904158, PO Box 535, Jessup, Maryland 
20794. Send a SASE with Weer joceen: 
she will write you batx. “You will 
get something from Raven, while you 
give her support. You will get the 
idea of love because her love has 


in reality conquered the chains that 
bind her. 


BY Linda Parks, 
Editor of Woman To Noman 


NOTE: This article \ : 
in Anbush in July 1984. published 
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Women on the Picket Lines in Britain 


by Fiona MacCauley 


Eight months ago the British gov- 
ernment announced its plans to close 
many coal nines which they deered 

ccononically inviable" regardless 


ironically reeting with strong 
initial disapproval and lack of 
Support fron their husbands and the 


of the arount of coal still lef Rog Sep See 
t in in the ki ‘ 
: tehen but not on the “front 
ciniag compe, ee hy e as line" of poltede meson tent a 
es involved, who the picket line. However the woman's : 
were already suffering high uner- 


loynent. activities were crucial to the strike's 5 cae niga eK 
ane whole Pic ee a success so that antagonism gradually 
state welfare (dole), or £ ne on turned to full support for the many 
men to neve elsewhere to ae Woren’s Action Groups. Due to rotat- 
thus destroying closely~k a work, ing picketing shifts, housework and 
mune ose ee eres (Seis childcare had to be shared,and econ- 

: e miners refused these omic hardship brought a new communal 

pie > and initiated the present lifestyle to the viliagers- 
aes The niner's wives were also soon 
joined on picket lines, and rallies 
by the Greenham Cormzon Peace Camp 
Women as a common cause was recog- 
nized. Pit closures zean not just 
unemployment and the government's 
attempt to break one of Britain's 
most militant unions, but also an 
increased reliance on nuclear power 


What is even core astonishing 
than the sheer length and endurance 
of the present strike is the cru- 
cial role played in it by the wo- 
men of the mining communities with- 
out whom the strike would have 
collapsed months ago. Restricted 
in the past to a mostly domestic 


role in this, a traditionally male- with its highly profitable byproduct, 

dominated industry, miners wives plutonium, fueling the Western Arms 

had previously accepted a support Race. Any initial mistrust of the 

role outside of the political arena. feminist and anti-nuclear movements 

However as it became clear that was soon replaced by solidarity in 

this ‘strike would be a long one, protecting jobs, communities, and 

strike funds ran out and the gov- sensible use of natural resources. | 
ernment witheld welfare from stri- The connections are being made, and ’ 
kers'families, women began organ- if this strike succeeds in defeating 

izing to provide community soup Thatcher it will be because of the 

kitchens. This led them to co- remarkable achievements of the women 


ordinating a nationwide food col- 
lection and distribution network, 
then to fundraising, organizing 
and speaking at rallies and finally 
to confronting police violence on 
the picket lines side by side with 
the striking miners. 

For previously politically in- 
active women, this transition from 
kitchen to platform to picket line 
was not easy. First they had to 
overcome traditional gender roles, 
first learning to speak in public, 
organize, be assertive, whilst-- 


of the mining communities who are 
making sure that the gains made in 
their homes and in their communities 
will also not be lost. 


Sarah Dreher, Ph.D.: Elisabeth Brook, M.Ed. 
Feminist therapists, serving individual 
women and lesbian couples. 
Eclectic. Sliding Scale. Insurance accepted. 
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we have just taken down our last 
tent and stored the last fire pit 
liner of this year's Festival, and 
have rolled in to Mt. Pleasant to 
balance our accounts. 

This was the best Festival of our 
herstory, marked by great weather, 
twenty-five sets of scheduled music 
performances, the addition of our 
new Acoustic Stage and late night 
movies under the stars! It was 
also our most harmonious gathering 
of womyn frow almost every state 
and a dozen countries who cane to- 
gether to share a wonyn-created 
village with strength, joy and 
beauty. You know, of course, you 
were with us. 

Unfortunately, the ticket price 
of each womon attending (3650 ticket 
holders, 600 workers and performers) 
doesn't pay for the cost of opera- 
ting the Festival. Unlike our Cana- 
dian neighbors, there are not gov- 
ernment subsidies for cultural fes- 
tivals here - and of course, as a 
womyn's festival, we probably would 
not qualify if there were. This is 
why we need the help of every womon 
who has been a part of the wonyn's 
community at the Michigan Festival - 
to insure that we can come together 
to celebrate our tenth year next 
summer. 

Ve need to raise $90,000 before 
October 15, 1984, to make our third 
land payment, make our loan payments 
and pay our outstanding bills. There 
are many ways in which you might 
help: 


Wlann ie as 


5y Ruth 


The sun slowly sets on 
top of the rolling hills, casting 
its last rays upon the lake below 
us. Nature's beauty surrounds 
us, the mountains separating us 
from civilizatiow's upheavals. 
Women's voices blend together, 
float about us with their heart 
and drum beats bringing us to- 
gether. As the darkness and 
coldness prevades, we huddle 
together, providing each other 
warmth. We are together now with 
the music, listening, dancing, 
singing. We have been together 
daily--talking, supporting, play- 
ing, loving. We are united-- 
women--lesbians, bisexuals, het- 
erosexuals, we are united as wo- 
men. 

This was just one of the many 
scenes which took place at the 
fourth annual New England Women's 
Music Retreat (NEWMR) sponsored 
by the Women's Health Services 
of New Haven, Connecticut. 

Roughly 2,100 women from Canada 
to Florida attended the retreat 
with about 500 women working hard 
to keep the weekend running 
smoothly. The living accommo- 
dations consisting of a variety 
of campsites allowed women to 
tent in whatever atmosphere they 
were most comfortable. NEWMR 
seemed keenly aware of the prob- 
lems differently abled women would 
have at the retreat as they tried 
to make campsites and other sit- 
uations easily accessible for 
these women. NEWMR also provided 
interpreters for every event. 

The four-day retreat began on 
August 31 in Narrowsburg New York. 

The beautiful, peaceful set- 
ting included a crafts area, 
various workshops » day 572° ae 
performances and night stag 

rts. 
re crafts Wi 
men's books, P 
tified airbrus” 
clothing, weavings» 


ere A-mazing.— Wo- 
oetry, women-iden- 
hed paintings on 
stained glass, 


En 


-if you or a group of friends 
have the resources, become a Life- 
time Ticket holder for $1000. 


-if you have friends who are able 
to become Lifetime Ticket holders, 
but would like more information, 
send us their names, addresses and 
phone numbers. 


-if you want to make a contribu- 
tion to insure that we continue 
this international meeting space - 
put your money where your commitment 
is - we need donations of every size. 


-if you want to give Festival 
T-shirts as gifts to support the 
Festival, let us know and we'll 
send you an order form. 


Please remember that we need your 
help soon - before October 15th, 
and that the money we ralsé comes 
$1 at a time, froma lot of differ- 
ent womyn. We're determined to see 
that we al? get back to celebrate 
our Tenth, with sun-dappled showers, 
music under the Northern lights, 
and a womyn-created community that 
will continue to replenish our 
spirits once a year in Michigan. 


Womonkindly, 


Lisa Vogel : 
We Want The Music Cooperative 
1501 Lyons Street 


Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 


women-made baked goods and hair- 
cutting specialists are just a 
few of the arts the women dis- 
Played. 

The workshops running Sat., 


Sun. and Mon., offered various op- 
portunities for women to discuss 
their personal dilemmas in society, 
find support, share their experiences, 
and discover new potentials. It 
seemed NEWMR tried to find room for 
every woman's needs within the work: 
shops including bisexuals, Jewish 
lesbians, hiddenly disabled women, 
and women concerned with healing 
each other, to name a few. Other 
workshops dealt with more light- 
hearted areas such as dancing, the- 
ater and mimes and practical jokes 
offered by Kate Clinton. 

The daystage performers began in 
the sun on Saturday and ended in 
the rain on Monday (the only day 
it rained!). Julia Willis (the 
Boston Lucky comedian) and Kate 
Clinton (a stand-up comic who 
laughed her way through the NOW 
convention with Mondale) MCed the 
daystage. The performers’ inclu- 
ded Sandra and Sharon Washington 
(a folk duo), Robin Furguson (a 
performer since she was 15), the 
Girlillas (a political satire mu- 
sical group from Boston), Danitra 
Vance (an improvisational comedian), 
Ruth Pelham (director of Mobile 
Music, Inc., folk singer, Gayle 
Marie with Adrienne Torf (a singer/ 
song writer), Nancy Day (a musical 
performer of women's children's 
and classical mucic), Mev Miller 
and Toshi Reagon (singer of blues 
raggae and various cultural musics). 

The nightstage delivered three 
nights of great performances: 

Linda Tillery, a singer, MCed all 
three nights, the last night, Sun- 
day, being her birthday. The 
first night began with Janice Per- 
ry, akaGal (a hilariously funny 
comedian) and ended with the local 
band, Deadly nightshade, and what 
was to be their last performance. 
It was truly a moving and festive 
retreat! 
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Dear Women: 


SENECA WOMEN ARE HERE TO STAY 


The Women's Encampment for a fu- 
ture of Peace and Justice opened in 
July, 1983, as a permanent presence 
of women's resistance to militarism 
and patriarchy and as an affirmation 
of women's power to create change. 
Women from throughout the US and 
other nations continue to come to 
the Encampment on the borders of 
Seneca Army Depot in upstate 
Romulus, NY to join in a global, 
feminist peace movement which seeks 
to change the direction of our gov- 
ernments from militaristic and 
economic violence which oppresses 
and degrades people to policies 
which respect the right of every 
individual to self determination 
and empowerment. 

Six members of the Women's En- 
campment for a Future of Peace and 
Justice have been sentenced to jail 
terms for acts of civil disobedience 
at the Seneca Army Depot this year. 
More than fifty women have been de- 
tained, handcuffed, and issued ban 
and bar letters ordering them to 
stay off the property of the fed- 
eral military installation, the 
major East coast shipment point 
for Cruise and Pershing missiles 
to Europe. Those women found 
guilty of trespassing and were 
sentenced after refusing to ac- 
cept probation or pay fines. 

They stated that they felt a moral 
imperative to follow their cons- 
ciences and would continue to take 
action to prevent the annihilation 
of the planet. 

As the arms race escalates and 
military intervention increases in 
Central America and the Persian 
Gulf, women at peace camps encir- 
cling military bases and defense 
plants around the globe are increas- 
ing their non-violent actions. "We 
seem poised on the brink of nuclear 
holocaust. As women we cannot allow 
men to destroy life on this planet," 
states a women who has gone to jail 
for her determination to resist the 
deployment of the Cruise and Per- 
shing If missiles. While less tha 
ten percent of the Euro 


\ 
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been deployed to date, they have al- 
ready had a devasting effect on the 


prospects of world peace. Arms Tim- 
itation talks have broken off, and 
the Soviet Defense Ministry has an- 
nounced that they have "conducted 
successful tests on long-range 
ground launch Cruise missiles in 
response to widespread deployment 

of such weapons by the US. If the 
US continues seeking military super- 
jority, the Soviet Union will be com- 
pelled also in the future to adopt 
countermeasures to make certain that 
the balance of forces between the 

US and USSR will not be upset.” 
(Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, 
8/26/84) 

On August 8, 1984, after more than 
six months of women's work on the 
Yand, the Women's Encampment for a 
Future of Peace and Justice was is- 
sued a permit by the Seneca County 
Health Department which will ensure 
that the 52 acres of land can be 
used as a safe, legal, camping space 
for women. The permit is renewable 
every three years, and women at the 
Encampment are now planning a new 
agenda as a permanent resource and 
educational center for women com- 
mitted to non-violence and feminism. 
The Encampment has played a major 
role in increasing awareness of 
people in the surrounding commun- 
ity about the existence of the 
nuclear threat at their doorstep 
and the effects that those weapons 
have on the local environment, health, 
and economy. Two new peace groups 
have formed in Seneca County, and 
several other peace camps have star- 
ted in other parts of the United 
States. 

The Women's Encampment for a Fu- 
ture of Peace and Justice is once 
again forging new ground in the wo- 
men's peace movement by becoming a 
Permanent legal space. Women have 
demonstrated their collective power 
to create a true, longterm feminist 
communtty which will continue to 
ones the patriarchy through rad- 

cal action and will inspire others 
to take more significant actions. 
ate Encampment has incurred a $45,000 
Pas this year as a result of one 
ie expenditures to provide adequate 

permanent Sanitary facilities. 


ne os women there continue to be 
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in the road and died Spectacularly.” 
The "dying" involved much sobbing 
and waS a venting time, she told me. 
"You actually imagined yourself 
dying in a nuclear and felt how 
much you loved life." 

The arrest was violent. Sonia was 
as other were, knocked down to 
the ground, “bashed down, grappled 
with, if you did not cooperate." 

"I did not cooperate and was 
dragged. It wore out my jeans 
and shoes. And then I was put into 
a cell. We were more women than 
men. Maybe 40 women. They sang 
for hours. Wonderful songs. One 
by one we were taken to court. We 
were allowed to make no statement." 

Why are you doing this? I wanted 
to know. 

"The ultimate violence (Nuclear 
War) is an extension of the ancient 
war against women," she told me. 

"I am one who says that female 
oppression is the model for al} 
oppression. It is where the hu- 
man species learned "power over"... 
learned to keep others down by 
extinguishing lives." 

"How we treat women is central 
to whether we survive as a spec- 

jes on Earth," Sonia said. "If 

we can't stop rape in the streets 
of one city in the world, wa can't 
hope for global peace. 


Our Unity 


The Citizen's Party is working for 


change. They know that we only get 
what we want by working FOR it, not 
AGAINST what we don't want. By 
reacting rather than ACTING, ve 
perpetuate the cycle and deepen the 
problers, 

_ Sonia's party knows that to ACT 
ts to risk, but that important 
things are not won witheut risk. 
The Citizen's Party asks us to 

stop working for what we BCH’ 

want and getting it, and start 
working for what we 00, and that we 
will eventually get it. 

Personally, I wauld like te see 
an English taacher as President, 
especially if she is a woman. 
Reagan's election should have put 
to rest any notion that only law- 
yers, businessmen or generals need 
apply. (Fron my own experience I 
am inclined to think nursery school 


teachers might be the most qualified 


for the job). 

Sonia Johnson can still use your 
support. Call Liz Seaborn (413) 
628-3908, or Peter White (617) 524 
0541 or the Campaign Headquarters 
(703)276-1433. A check to SONIA 
JOHNSON, Citizen for President, for 
$50 or more will get you a signed 
copy of her book, From Housewife 
to Heretic. I couldnt put the 


book down...it is compelling reading. 


Mail your check and request for the 
book to: Sonia Johnson, Citizen 
for President Committee, 3318 Sec- 
ond Street South, Arlington, VA 
22204, 

And, on Election Day you can make 
your voice heard. Are your views 
best represented by Ronnie, Fritz, 
or,..Sonia? 


é} Citizens 


Party 
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A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE ON LESBIAN/GAY RIGHTS 


As the first woman In this cen- 
tury to tun a national campaign in 
the general election for President. 
1 doa great deal of thinking about 
the dynamics af discrimination 
and oppression. 

To begin with, | know that being 
female in a male-dominated soci- 
ety is living behind enemy lines, 
vulnerable to deadly physical, 
emotional, and economic assault 
at every moment from bisth to 
death. i understand that, because 
there 1s now no safe place an earth 
for women — ar far those per- 


ceived to be “womanly” — there is 
finally no safe place on earth for 
anyone at all, 


The message of the women's 
movement Is becoming clearer 
ond more urgent ta us all the 
time. It Js that if we wish to sur- 
vive as a human family, we must 
become involved In the mast dl{fi- 
cult, the mast courageous and 
transformative behavior possible 
In patriarchy: respecting. hanor- 
ing. and laving women and that 
which Is designated “womanly.” 
Any person with a sexual orienta- 
tion other than heterosexual chal- 
lenges the powerful patriarchal im. 
perative of the male-headed nu- 
clear family. Ta love women and 
the womanly in a woman-hating 
society is to break the deepest 
taboa. By loving. serving, and 
Identifying with women instead of 
men, lesbians live In constant 
dangerous rebelllan against a 


basic rule of the gavernars of life 
end death. 

Those who live out such chal- 
lenges Ilve in daily peril. 

Free access to “life, liberty, and 
the pursuit af happiness” Is nat 
possible in life-threatening and 
spleit-crippling eircumstances. So 
we begin by demanding thai all 
cltizens have equal legal and 
social rights: 
® that all candidates for office, In- 
cluding President of the United 
States. promise to appoint per- 
sons living apenly as nan-hetero- 
sexuals to critical. visible offices; 
(1 would. for Instance. Im- 
mediately appoint Andrea 
Dworkin as Attorney General. 
And that's just the beginning!) 
that discrimination based on 
sexual orientation be banned in 
ail federal, state. and community 
gevernment hiring and promo- 
tion, In immigration, In housing 
and employment, ia child cus- 
tody, in health care, in funding 
for reseatch and treatment of 
diseases such as AIDS. 
passage of the lesblan/gay 
elvil rights bill now pending In 
Congress 
an amendment to the Constitu- 

- tlon similar to the ERA ensuring 
the protection of lesbian/gay 
rights; 

This, and mate. 

But while we must demand — 
and ARE demanding — laws to 
protect the lives, human eights, 


and dignity of lesbians and gay 

men, laws ate not enough. At the 

same tme, what ls ultimately re- 

quired is a revolution of values, of 

attitudes, a complete shift in world 

view. What is needed is a rejection 

of the values of the masculinist, 

androcratic culture which is 

destroying us all and an embrac- 

Ing of those values associated with 

women, with life: 

® instead of violence. intimidation, 
and humitiation as means of 
control, tolerance, campassion, 
negotiation, and processes that 
empower everyone: 

® Instead of competition, 
cooperalion:; 

® Instead of nationalism, the 
perceplion of all peaple as citi- 
zens of the world; 

® Instead of profit as the overrid- 
ing goal, high qualily of ail 
forms of life: 

@ Instead af matecialisnf, 
spirituality; 

® Instead of exploitation of the 
earth, a harmonious, healthful 
relationship with nature. 

We are participating in the 
greatest era of human tights strug- 
gie in the histary of the warld. 
Everywhere on the planet, people 
are cising and demanding justice. 
dignity, the tight to live fully and 
freely. We here today are linking 
arms with all peaple on earth who 
are feeling the irresistible call ta 
liberty and answering it with 
courage and passion. 
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Wi SHALL iVERCOME 
by Phyllis Rodin 


"When it became apparent that 
Geraldine Ferraro had actually 
been nominated as Fritz Mondale's 
running mate, it was like a 
religious experience," said 
Judy Scheckel, Mondale dele- 
gage to the Democratic National 
Convention. "A precedent had 
been set. Promises had been 
kept. The first reaction to 
the announcement was silence, 
then the shouting and the tears 
of joy and the hugging and the 
dancing went on and on before 
order was re-established. Wo- 
men and men, black and white, 
anglos and hispanics rejoiced 
that hope had been restored 
to the American people and to 
the world. A new era had be- 
gun...grass roots were arising 
and we would overcome. 

"But then the job is just 
begun, everybody's job. We must 
get the vote out if we are to 
bring the dream to reality. And 
there are so few days to election. 
It is not enough to elect Mon- 
dale/Ferraro to the White House. 
We must also guarantee them a 
Congress that will stop the threat 
of nuclear destruction. In order 
to back up a military drive going 
full speed ahead, hell bent for 
wiping out the planet, it is nec- 
essary that we stop the machine 
first before it will be possible 
to back up. That's why FREEZE 


VOTER '84 is my way through the 
forest." 

Judy handed me a press release 
that invited us all in Western 
Massachusetts to take pride in 
the fact that we-led the nation 


CANDIDATE FOR PEACE 


Mary Wentworth, Democratic can- 
didate for Congress, will challenge 
Republican incumbent Silvio Conte 
in the November 6 election. 

Wentworth has worked extensively 
for peace and other progressive is- 


sues for many years. 


She is a labor 


Supporter, a former tenants rights 
organizer, a delegate to the 1984 
Democratic State Convention, Inter- 
national Peace Delegate to Germany 
and the Netherlands, a participant 
in the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Delegation to Nicaragua and Honduras 


and more. 


Her commitments while in office 
will include the nuclear weapons 


with the first successful referen- 
dum in the U.S. on a bilateral nu- 
clear weapons freeze proposal in 

1980. 
59.2%. 
Campaign has now become a strong 


It passed with a margin of 
The Nuclear Weapons Freeze 


national grass roots movement to 
Stop the nuclear arms race. "The 
number of delegates for Mondale at 
the convention ensured that it got 
into the Democratic Platform," she 
said happily. "Mondale assured us 
that he never again wanted to hear 
a child say that they dreamed they 
would die in a nuciear explosion. 
The Democratic Platform which was 
adopted presents the strongest, 
clearest, most creative strategy for 
preventing nuclear war ever offered 
the American electorate. A compre- 
hensive, bilateral freeze on the 
testing, production and deployment 
of nuclear weapons is a cornerstone 
of the arms control and disarmament 
plan, Walter Mondate made a com- 


mitment that on the first day of his 


presidency, he would initiate 


1) A mutual US-USSR halt in nuclear 


tescing and deployment. 
2) Stop the deployment of nuclear 


weapons in space. 


3) Break the cycle of nuclaar 
buildup upon nuclear build-up by 
negotiating a mutual and verifiable 
freeze on all nuclear weapons and 
then negotiate reductions in our mu- 
tual stockpiles of death and destruc— 
tions. 


We also have a presidential candi- 
date who is in consultation with our 
allies, and who will assure that ne- 
ver again will the U.S.,be the first 
to use nuclear weapons. 

Judy came back from San Francisco 
convinced that on November 6th the 
choice was clear, whether or not to 
stop the arms race or continue to 
pay for a dangerous, unrestrained 
drive toward nuclear superiority and 
n clear war. 

"The National Democratic Conven- 
tion," she said, “with its progressive 
peace platform, heightened my hope 
and strengthened my belief that we 
can make this dream come true, that 
we can win this election if all of 
us pull together. Reagan won't win 
chis election or the State of Massa- 
chusetts in 1984 if the Black commun- 
ity, the environmentalists, the wo- 
men, the elderly, labor, the middle 
class and the impoverished support 
the strong, clear alternative of- 
ferred by the Democratic Party." 

If anyone wants further informa- 
tion or wants to help make peace a 
reality, they can call Judy atc 
625-9936 or FREEZE VOTER "84 ar 
536-4232, 


freeze, economic conversion, women's 
reproductuve rights, the passage 
of the Equal Rights Amendment, pro- 
tection of minorites from discrim- 
ination and protective plant closing 
legislation. 

Mary Wentworth for Congress has 
an office which is located on 
North Pleasant Street in downtown 
Amherst, just above the Cooperative 
Bank. The hours are 9-5. The phone 
number is 256-8497 (413). Oonations 
to the Mary Wentworth for Congress 
campaign may be mailed to P.0. Box 
422, Amherst, MA 01004. 
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OPEN LETTER TO THE WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 


We are joining together as wo- 
men to denounce the brutal attacks 
on Puerto Rican Prisoner of War 
Aléjandrina Torres at the Met- 
ropolitan Correctional Center 
(MCC) in Chicago; and to con- 
dean the conditions of intense 
isolation that Prisoners of War 
(POWs) Haydee Torres and Lucy 
Rodrigues face at Alderson Fed- 
eral Prison in West Virginia. 

"I let out a desperate scream, 
pleading with him (Lt. Lewis) 
hot to do this to me. He 
wouldn't listen, and the other 
guards just stood there and said 
nothing. In my fear and desper- 
ation, I managed to free one of 
my hands. Another grabbed me 
and thrust my arm behind my 
back. I was handcuffed again 
and brutally pushed to the floor 
by Lt. Lewis. I realized | was 
helpless and that he was doing 
what he pleased. He was putting 
pressure on my neck with his 
legs. I was on my knees. I 
felt a blow to my rib cage as 
Lt. Lewis pushed my face to the 
floor. If felt my legs spread 
apart forcefully, my panties 
lowered and then the spread 
search was consummated." 

With these words Alejandrina 
Torres, freedom fighter, mother 
and minister's wife, imprisoned 
at the Chicago Metropolitan Cor- 
ractional Center, described the 
savage attack perpetrated against 
her by Lt. Lewis, a male guard, 
and four women guards on July 10. 

After returning from a visit 
with her daughter, Alejandrina 
was strip-searched and then 
maliciously ordered to submit 
to a cavity search. POW Torres 
initially refused to cooperate 
with the search. Afterwards, 


Alejandrina was thrown in segre- 
gation and denied emergency treat- 
ment. 

We consider this violation of 
Alejandrina tantamount to rape. 

This is the ultimate personal a~ 
buse and one that we will not 
tolerate. For women, this is a form 
of torture. We call on all women 
to join us in a campaign to stop 
the bestial torture aimed at strip- 
ping Alejandrina Torres--a woman 
who fights for the freedom of her 
people--not just of her clothes, 
but of her dignity and will to 
fight. 

This recent attack is just one-- 
certainly one of the most horrible-- 
of a series of abuses that began 
on June 30, 1983, the day that she 
and two other Puerto Rican POWs, 
Alberto Rodrigues and Edwin Cortes, 
were arrested. Charges with sed- 
itious conspriacy (conspiracy to 
overthrow the U.S. Government by 
force), they have been held in sub- 
human conditions at the MCC. For 
ten months Alejandrina was held on 
an all-male floor where she was 
verbally and psychologically assaul- 
ted. They have all been held in 
jsolation, locked in tiny cells for 
23} hours a day, allowed only one 
visit for one hour a week. 

Right now two other POWs, Lucy 
Rodriguez and Haydee Torres, are 
being held in equally barbarious 
conditions in Davis Hall, Alderson, 
West Virginia. Held in complete 
isolation, they are locked in tiny, 
soundproof, windowless cells, "for 

the rest of their lives.” They are 
not allowed to communicate with 
each other or anyone eiso. They 
are handcuffed wherever they go and 
are checked by guards every 15 min- 
utes. Although Haydee has a long 
history of illness, the prison re- 


symposium I! 


"Colleges today do not do enough 
to challenge norms!"--Participant, 
Mt. Holyoke College Symposium. 


"Forty-five percent of the Fresh- 
men class at Harvard Medical School 
this year are women, many of whom 
have no idea that women and minor- 
ities were ever denied (and are 
still being denied) entry into 
the medical profession’--Partici- 
pant, Mt. Holyoke College Symposiuni. 


"The reasons why Black women were 
educated were different than the 
reasons why white women were educated. 
Black women were educated to be use- 
ful, not for self actualization." 
-~Beverly Guy Sheftall, Panalist, 

Mt. Holyoke College Symposium. 


"There is no link between aca- 
demic achievement and political 
success."--Susan Ward, Panalist, 

Mt. Holyoke College Symposium. 

On September 2) and 22 a symposium | 
entitled, "Women and Education in 
America: 150 Years," was held at Mt. 
Holyoke College. The second ina 
series of three such conferences, 
the purpose was to link the past fe- 
male educational experience in this 
country to present-day realities. 

Approximately 170 women from North- 
eastern Colleges registered for the 
two-day conference. There were four 
sessions: The Higher Education of 
American Women;Perspectives from 
Two Centuries, Two Traditions--Co 
Education and Separate Education for 
Women, Paradigms for the History 
of Women's Education, Black Women 
and Higher Education and a wrap-up 
entitled, After College, What? Work 
and Politics. 

According to participants in the 
final discussions, distinctions need 
to be made within women's educational 
experience in this country. For one 

thing, women were educated in signi- 
ficant numbers only as early as the 
1830s. For the very most part, Black 


women were excluded from this ex- 
perience, and later, educational 
institutions for Black women were 
developed. Black women were also 
educated for different reasons-- 
"To be practical and not for self 
actualization as were white women," 
according to Beverly Guy Sheftall 
of Spelman Cotlege. 


by Ila O'Brien 


In attempting to link political 
achievement on the part of individ- 
ual women to their level of educa- 
tion, Susan Ware, visitng scholar 
to Radcliffe College remarked that 
through her research she had dis- 
covered that there is no link between 
educational achievement and polit- 
ical success. The vehicle that many 
politically prominant women have 
used in the past, said Ware, is the 
League of Women Voters--the group 
formed around women getting the 
vote in 1922. "Granting the vote 
to women,'"said Ware,"did nothing 
to change women's lives." It was 
not until the wave of feminism in 
the 1960s that women had a broader 
context in which to be political 
within the women's movement. Ware 
also noted that as women redefine 
their roles, there will be a vacuum 
of volunteers in the social services, 
positions predominantly held by wo- 
men. She said that politics will 
change as women refuse to work as 
unpaid volunteers and jook for paid 
work. 

One woman in the audience commented 
on the fact that 45% of the freshmen 
class at Harvard Medical Schoo? this 
year are women, many of whom have no 
idea that women and minorities were 
ever denied entry to the medical pro- 
fession. Without the knowledge of 
their history, women may face prob- 
lems in combating the oppression and 
gender hierarchy which persists. 

“Colleges today do not do enough to 
challenge norms," said another par- 
ticipant. 

The rights which women have won -- 
access to education, the vote and 
changing roles at home and at work, 


have not been won without a fight. Any- 


thing that is given can also be taken 
away. While 1% of working women earn 
more than $25,000 a year, leaving most 
women still earning on the average 59¢ 
to every dollar a man earns; and when 
every 18 seconds in this country a wo- 
man is battered, the impetus for women 
to educate themselves and each other 
about their varied experiences becones 
clear. At the same time, felt those 
attending the symposium, women should 
continue to work togethér in their 
communities for lasting, qualitative 
changes. 

(The next Symposium will look at 
the future of women and education and 
will be held in 1985). 


fuses to give her treatment she 
needs or allow an outside doctor 
to treat her. 

What we are seeing is the slow 
but steady implementation of 
physical and psychological tor- 
ture against political prisoners 
of war in the US. Contrary to the 
oft-repeated myth, there are pol- 
jitical prisoners and prisoners of 
war in this country, and they, like 
their sisters and brothers through- 
out Latin America, are increasingly 
being subjected to torture. 

This treatment is part of a cal- 
culated program to torture and 
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Open Letter to the Women’s Community 


gainst all 

d political 
It ranges 

mail and 

jtrary 


isolation directed a 
Puerto Rican POWs an 
prisoners in US jails. 
from denial of Maphe ! 
medical treatment to ar r 
ercreree threats to imprisonment 
far from family and friends. The 
goal of this treatment 15 to break 
the resistance of those Puerto 
Ricans who defy all government 
attempts to demoralize them and 
continue to represent an example 
of courage and struggle to all 
Puerto Ricans. 

We demand an end to brutality, 


isolation and the violation of 
these prisoners' human rights. 


Name ey 
This letter was sent by the New 
Movement. If you are interested in 
responding, send this letter with 
your Signature to: Box 295, 2520 
North Lincoln, Chicago, IL 60614 


A National Day of Protest at 
Alderson is scheduled for October 27, 


WomanSpirit Works 


WomanSpirit Works, the name itself 
being an affirmation, is a Project 
of Carol Drexler and Paula Green, 
who are feminist therapists in the 
Valley. WomanSpirit Works is an 
Organization whose purpose is to 
help women "birth the wisdom voice 
rising in our individual and col- 
lective selves. WomanSpirit Works 
will create and sponsor inexpensive 
workshops and special events, by 
and for women, focusing on the 
raising of spiritual consciousness, 
on healing and transformation, and 
On the recognition and expression 
of our infinite and ancient wisdom.” 

There are many women of growing 
Consciousness who are isolated, 
especially in spirit. There is en- 
ergy in the Valley for a women's 
Spiritual community and it's time 
for it to come together. Woman- 
Spirit Works is a catalyst for 
this process. 

Isolation has traditionally been 
a women's pain. People have been 
preferring private work in the 80's 
but women sharing our collective ; 
energy and visions will help ease 
Our pain, and help heal and empower 
us. Carol and Paula, like Many of 
us, believe "it is the collective 
strength of women's anguish, power 
and compassion that is so needed : 
now, and which, in rising, may 
forever influence the course of 
human history." 

Carol and Paula will each offer 
some workshops, and have invited 
women from the surrounding commun- 
ity and beyond to lead others. The 
workshops have a spiritual context 
but different foci. They offer an 
Opportunity for and balance of mind 
emotion, body, and spirit, and ex- . 
Plpration of the tensions of inner 
and outer peace work. Caro] and 
Paula believe that “our work and 
service in the world are best bal- 
anced by a deep knowing of ourselves 
a clear seeing into what IS, and an . 
acceptance of the play of light and 
shadow that is human existence." 
Such harmony and balance includes 
examining the spiritual underpin- 


by Kippy Phelps 


nings of the movement for peace and 
social justice. In this first year 
they are offering a Series of Sat- 
urday workshops from October through 
June, and an open Sacred Circle the 
first Friday night of every month 
(except October and January). They 
will meet at Beyond Words Confer- 
ence Space, 2nd Fioor Thornes Mar- 
ket, Northampton, MA. The space is 
fully accesible, and the Circles 
will meet from.7 to 9:30 pm. As 
Paula said, "WomanSpirit Works is 
a way for women to come forth and 
own what they know inside, and to 
own their power and wisdom." 

For further information ana a 
brochure call or write: 


Carol Drexler, 1151 S. East St., 
Amherst, MA, 01002, (413)256-5154, 


Paula Green, 49 Richardson Rd., 
se euerents MA 01054, (413)367- 


The following is a list of the 
workshops that will be held: 


-Qur Inward Journey on October 
20, 1984 (Paula Green and Teresa 
Foudriat). 

-Learning Through The Body on 
November 10, 1984 (Brook Stone and 
Suzanne Baxtresser) 

-Depression and Transformation on 
December 1, 1984 (Carol Drexler) 

~Tales of the Goddess on Jan- 
a ae Pee (Jay Goldspinner) 

“Letting Go on February 2, 198 
ieule Green) _ 5 

-Our Inner Council on Februar 
tosses (Carol Drexier) e 

“we Are the Rainbow Warriors on 
March 2, 1985 (Diane Mariechild) 

_ 7Peace-Making on March 23, 1985 
ees Green and Sarah Pirtle) 

srarmony and Balance on April 13 
1985 (Felice Rhia icki 
Poliaras onon and Vicki 

-Singing Our Songs on 
(gon Graetz) 2 wy Perens 

-On Being a Warrior Woman 
1, 1985 (Caro? Drexler) ie 


All workshops are on Saturdays 


fr 5 
roan an) to 5:30 pm, and cost $35.00 
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WIC: Better Health through 
Good Nutrition 


by Jane Raitt 


es awareness 
snip between nutrition and i 
and mental development, as reece 
concern over the poor nutritional 
status of many of the nation's wo- 
men and children resulted in the 
birth of the Special Supplemental 
Food Program for Women, Infants 
and Children in 1974. The wic pro- 
gram, which is administered 
through state and local health 
agencies in cooperation with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
has grown to include agencies in 
all 50 states. WIC serves approx- 
imately three million women, in- 
fants and children and includes 
31 Indian agencies as well as ag- 
encies in Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands and Guam. 

WIC is a health service offering 
specified supplemental foods and 
nutrition education and informa- 


of the relation- 


tion to pregnant and postpartum 
women and their infants and chil- 
dren up to age five. To be el- 
\gible, applicants must meet in- 
Come guidelines which account for 
family size and are based on gross 
Income. They must also be deter- 
mined to have nutritional need 
for the foods provided which in- 
clude: milk, eggs, cheese, 100% 
fruit juice, iron-fortified cer- 
eal, peanut butter, dried beans, 
formula, infant juices and cer- 
eals. Participants receive food 
vouchers monthly which are re- 
deemed at local grocery stores 
contracted as WIC venders. 

In ten years WIC has proven to 
be one of the most effective of 
all Federal programs. WIC's 
Strong nutrition education comn- 
ponent is responsible for much of 
the program's success in improving 
the health and nutritional status 
of millions of women and children. 
Numerous studies, including those 
done by the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Public Health and the Har- 
vard School of Public Health, 
showed positive trends in the re- 
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Endomebtriosis 


by Evelyn Cepeda Schick 


Endometrium is the mucous-like 
tissue that normally lines the ut- 
erus. When it grows outside the 
uterus, it can attach itself to 
other organs such as the bladder, 
the intestines, the ovaries and 
the cervix. This condition is 
called endometriosis. It is a 
dark, clustery mass that intrudes 
upon the space of internal organs, 
hampering and impeding the normal 
body functions. 

There are several important char- 
acteristics about the disease: 

--According to one doctor, one- 
fifth, or 20 out of 100 females 
are born with the potential to 
develop it. 

--It is difficult to diag- 

nose. 

--It leads to infertility. 

--Pregnancy or manapause 

can cure endometriosis. 

--Symptoms vary but include: 

*Heavier, more frequent 
and painful periods 
*Irregular bowels 
*Discomfort during inter- 
course 

*Tiredness 

--Minority women who bear 

children at an earlier 
and more consistent rate 
are not proportionally 
affected o» frequently 
victimized. 

Although it has been called the 
“Career Woman's Disease,” it would 
be naively simplistic to accept 
the fact that deferred child bear- 
ing is a phenomenon exclusive to 
the assertive female achiever. 
Because today's life-style is ex- 
tremely complex, I would like to 
tell my story about endometriosis 
from a profile of several spheres 
Or perceptions. 


ECONOMIC--How many employers would 
sympathetically excuse a monthly 
absence of their femal workers? 

How many positions could accom- 
modate such generosity without com- 
promising the efficiency or pur- 
pose of the organization? My cycle 
went from a normal 25-28 days to 

21 days and finally to 16 days. 

I found that my lack of fitness 

or incapacity increased from a half 
a day during each period to as long 
as three days which I had to spend 
in bed. I was once told by a female 
Supervisor that having a period was 
not an excuseable absense, so I 
wrote down my symptoms--d-arrhea, 
chills and general flu-achiness. 

The main issue on the job is whether 
your skills,-expertise, credentials, 
and education can compensate for 

a poor attendance record at the 

time of promotion. 

SOCIAL--This can basically be sum- 
marized as the, "I'm too tired" 
syndrome. One of my dearest friends 
in an uncommon fit of anger, called 
me one evening and accused me of 
being a depressive lunatic, or a 
fickle snob. She demanded an answer 
because the B.S. of “I’m too tired 
tonight," this week, etc, was no 
longer acceptable. My sons were 
more subtle, but similarly voiced, 
"Will you be too tired to go to the 
game on Sunday?" "It is open house 
next Tuesday, will you be too tired 
to go to school and see our project?" 
But the one classic example, forever 
to be inscribed in my heart, con- 
cerned a class project where my 
younger son , by word association 
was asked to make up a recipe for 
M-O0-T-H-E-R. The two largest in- 
gredients were H-Happiness (two cups 
full) and 38% T for Tiredness! 

PHYSICAL--Besides the common sym- 
ptoms, I suspect that my weight gain 
was, in large part, due to my lack 


duction of both neonatal mortat- 
ity and the indidence of low birth 
weight in babies born to WIC mothers - 
Although the program has strong 
bipartisan support in Congress, 
where it is highly regarded, WIC 
continues to be threatened by pro- 
posed budget cuts. Since Presi- 
dent Reagan took office, his health 
and budget policies have cut and 
repealed effective federal mater- 
nal and child health programs, 
leaving thousands of children and 
families in jeapordy. In 1981 
and 1982 the Reagan Administration 
proposed drastic cuts in funding 
for the WIC program including a 
proposal that would merge WIC with 
the Maternal and Child Health Block 
Grant. These proposals would have 
resulted in nearly 1 million women 
and children being terminated from 
the program and were, fortunately, 
rejected by Congress. However, Fed- 
eral budget proposals for WIC have 
held the program at the same fun- 
ding level without any provision 
for inflation. Without additional 
money to offset increasing food 
costs, thousands of women, infants, 


Cultivator/CPF 


. of physical activity. Despite the 
extra pounds, my stomach grew pro- 
portionally larger, to the extent 
that.several people who know me, 
teased me about being pregnant and 
strangers assumed that I was. I 
lost the ability to bend and 
stretch, and I could not touch 
my toes, nor cut my toe nails. 
There was a lot of soreness and 
feeling of inflammation during my 
periods, but the most difficult 
aspects were: 

Odor--Sometimes I would have to 
bathe three or four times a day in 
my futile attempt to say odor-free. 
Thus I sampled most of the vaginal 
deodorants and sanitary products 
with fragrances that were not too 
irritating. 

Bowels--During the past two 
years‘while I menstruated, it was 
one extreme or the other. I coped 
with constipation by using enemas. 
With diarrhea I experienced ex- 
cruciating pain and extensive 
sweating. Often I would rock my 
body on my knees until I became so 
exhausted that I'd crawl into bed. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL--It was very dis- 
heartening when my efforts appeared 
always to be so taxing and draining. 
I believed that this was interpre- 
ted and diagnosed as a depressive 
tendency. “Every women has a per- 
iod. Why are you complaining so 
much?" was a common consensus. 
When I was thirty-two, I asked 
if I might be experiencing menz- 
pause, because of the hot flashes 
and other signals my body was giv- 
ing me. I was then comforted 
with, "Poor baby, she’s over 30, 
the body is changing and she can't 
accept it." And | asked myself, 
"What about a woman's prime not 
being until she's thirty-two?" 
Apparently, I was inanifesting 
and substituting physical ail- 


VWY so yte yy 


and children atr,utritional risk 
no longer will be served. 

Most recently, Sen. Jessee Helms 
(R-N.C.) introduced WIC reauthori- 
zation legislation that would elim- 
inate smaller WIC agencies, inclu- 
ding Indian agencies, restrict el- 
igibility for migrants, and reduce 
administrative as well as overall 
program funding. These proposals 
would result in a drop in partci- 
pation of approximately 450,000 
women and children. 

The Massachusetts Legislature 
has recently appropriated additional 
funding for the WIC program to meet 
the needs of the thousands of el- 
igible women and children who have 
gone unserved. Pregnant women and 
mothers of infants and children 
under five are encouraged to apply. 

For more information contact 
the WIC Program nearest you: 

55A Northampton Street 

Easthampton, MA 

413- 527-4303 


50 Miles Street 
Greenfield, MA 
413-774-2302 


ments for a mental problem and 
several times was referred to 
counseling and psychological 
evaluation. At one particular 
consultation, I was asked by a 
well-intending physician to choose, 
or state my preference between a 
physical illness or a mental one. 

I was confused, because I did not 
know that we had such choices. 

POLITICAL--It is my deepest, al- 
though emotional, conviction,that 
if a male could develop endometrio- 
Sis and experience the agony and 
hardships of the disease, that the 
awareness, prevention and even a 
cure would definitely be achieved. 
We also must examine the implica- 
tions of an increased probability 
of infertility among women who 
choose to defer child-bearing, 
Many have abtained an education, 
developed skills, acquired profes- 
sional status and economic indepen- 
dence and clout. Thus, endomet- 
riosis will victimize those fe- 
males who may have an Opportunity 
to be representative leaders and 
will hence, prevent them from at- 
taining decisive roles of leader- 
ship. ' 

I feel that the fact that endo- 
metriosis is an accumulative, ad- 
ditive process, time serves wel] 
aS an accomplice to obscure and 
disguise its most recognizable 
Signals. Since it appears to be 
an abnorma] offspring of a normal 
body procedure, its development 
is camouflaged. At age thirty- 
three, I had a total hysterectomy, 
complete with the removal of ex- 
tensive growth which surrounded 
by bladder and intestines. This 
growth was the elusive endometriosis. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Abortion andthe Politics 
of Motherhood 


reviewed by Nicki Nichols Gamble 


Abortion and the Politics of 
Motherhood. As T watched and 
Tistened to pro-choice and anti- 
choice picketers in front of the 
State House last veek, I could not 
help but think about Kristin Luker's 
new kook, Aborticn and the Polit- 
ics of Motherhood. Cuker, a soc- 
tologist at the University of 
California, San Diego, maintains 
that buth pro-choice and anti- 
choice activists hold positions 
on abortion that are the result 
of divertent lifestyles and 
world views. 

Luker, who interviewed some 200 
California activists for her book, 
finds that "right to life” sup- 
porters are typically women who 
are married, have children, and 
who choose not to work outside the 
home. Usually, says Luker, the 
“right to life" women have not com- 
pleted college, and for them rel- 
igion is an important aspect of 
life. 

Conversely, Luker describes the 
pro-choice activists as profes- 
sional women who are married and 
have children (but generally fewer 
children than “right to life" ac- 
tivists, according to Luker. An- 
other difference that Luker finds 
is that for pro-choice activists, 
religious activity is not a Sig- 
nificant factcr in their lives. 

Given these differences, Luker 
contends that the positions the 
groups hold on abortion are simply 
a logical extension of the social 
values fostered by their environ- 
ment. Because “right to life" ac- 
tivists are strongly committed to 
motherhood as a primary social role, 
and because they believe in the 
personhood of the embryo, they 
Strongly support childbearing and 
see abortion as a threat to their 
beliefs and lifestyles. 


Pro-choice women, according to Luker 


hold a very different view of mother- 
hood and the personhood of the embryo. 
For them, given their access to edu- 


FILM 


The Women's Leadership project is 
sponsoring the third Women's Film 
Festival this semester. The Fest- 
ival celebrates women's strength 
and diversity through international 
films by and about women. 

Admission to the series is free 
to all, and all films will be shown 
jn the campus center at UMass. 


THEATRE 


NO THEATER of Northampton presents 
Tennessee Williams' "Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof" at the Academy of Music, 
downtown Northampton, Saturday, 
October 13 at 8:00 p.m., with a Sat- 
urday Maninee, October 14 at 2:00 
p.m 


This is No Theater's 10-year an- 
niversary. In the past it has 
Produced such plays as the "Ele- 
phant Man" by Roy Raudree, Shakes- 
peare's a "Midsummer Night's 
Dream" and "The Glass Mayonnaise 
Jar at Look Park, "Kitchen Heat" 
by Oklahoma playwright Linda 
Patnode, and Albee's "Whose A- 
fraid of Virginia Wool fez" on the 
Third Floor of Thornes Market. 

No Theater has been awarded fun- 
ding for this production of "Cat 
on a Hot Tin Roof" by the North- 
ampton Arts Council and the 

National Endowment for the Arts. 

The Academy of Music, Western 
Massachusetts’ landmark 19th Cen- 
tury Theater, is a replica of the 
Ford Theater of Washington, D.C. 
It's beautiful stage was restored 

in 1976 with the help of a Bicen- 
tennial Grant. The 800-seat oh 
ater has _ ted such theater greats 


as Sarah Bernhardt, Anna Pavlova, 


cational resources, participation in 
the male sphere of work is a pri- 
mary role. This is not to say that 
pro-choice women reject motherhood. 
They believe that it is the duty of 
the parent to prepare a child for 
the future, and good parents ar- 
range things, i.e., childbearing, 

so that they can do this most eff- 
ectively. Because these social 
considerations outweigh biological 
ones, the embryo becomes a baby 
when it is born. Similarly, pro- 
choice activists believe that a wo- 
man vhoula be able to choose mother- 
hood. Thus, pro-choice women be- 
lieve that control over reproduc- 
tion is essential for women to 

live up to their full human po- 
tential. 

Luker maintains that one rea- 
son the abortion debate js so em- 
otional and heated is because 
the pro-choice and pro-life ac- 
tivists live in different worlds, 
and the scope of their lives, as 
both adults and children, forti- 
fies them in their belief that 
their own views on abortion are 
the more correct, more moral and 
more reasonable." 

Unfortunately, Luker sees no 
way for the two sides to find a 
common ground. Instead she be- 
lieves that the acrimonious de- 
bate will continue because each 
group sees a devaluation of its 
lifestyle and values should the 
"other side" win. 

Needless to say, there are cer- 
tainly some pro-choice and “right 
to life" women who do not fit 
Luker's descriptions. Despite 
this, Luker's book provides those 
concerned about reproductive free- 
dom with important insights into 
the basis of our beleifs. I \ 
urge you to read it--Nicki Nichols 
Gamble 


This article was reprinted with 
permission of the author 


Tuesday, C ctober 16 

7 PM "My Love Has Been Burning" 
9 PM "No Regrets for Our Youth” 
Room 163 Campus Center 


Tuesday November 20 

7811 PM "Born in Flames" 
9 PM "Regrouping" 

Room 163 Campus Center 


Tuesday, December 11 
7&9 PM"Marianne and Juliane" 
Room 163 Campus Center 


all of the Barrymores, and even 
Mae West and Houdini. 

Tennessee Williams, America's 
most widely produced playwright, 
was awarded both the Pulitzer 
Prize and the Drama Critics Aw- 
ard for his play, "Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof." This searing drama 
about the greed and sexual frus- 
tration of a rich plantation fam- 
ily of the Mississippi Delta con- 
tains some of the best-known char- 
acters of American Theater: Big 
Daddy, Maggie the Cat, and no- 
neck monsters. This exciting pro- 
duction of Williams’ original, un- 
censored script is directed by 
Sheena See who directed No Theater's 
acclaimed production of “Who's 
Afraid of Virginia Wool?" The 
cast includes Judith Fine, George 
Dawson, Jeanne Hatch, Roy Faudree, 
Jane Karakula, David Rowland and 


Don Clark. Costumes are designed 
hv Kiki Smith; Sets by Roy Faudree. 


"Cat on a Hot Tin Roof" promises 
to be the theatrical event of the 
year, LIVE on stage at THE ACADEMY 
OF MUSIC! 

For ticket information call: 
(413) 586-5553 (Thornes Art Infor- 
mation). 


Momenis on 
Maple Avenue 


news release from MacMillan Co. 


One out of two pregnancies in the 
United States is unplanned; roughly 
half of these end in abortion. 
Moments on Maple Avenue, by the 
author of the acclaimed Pink Collar 
Workers, Louise Kapp Howe, movingly 
re-creates a day in a modern abor- 
tion clinic, examining how the ex- 
perience today sf obtaining a legal 
abortion is radically different from 
just over a decade ago and what the 
outlook is for the future. Praised 
by Lawrence Lader, author of the 
landmark work, Abortion, as an 
“incomparable contribution to our 
understanding of women's struggle 
to contro] their lives and pro- 
creation," Moments on Maple Ave- 
nue will be published by McMillan 
October 2, 1984. 

Twenty-five years after the ad- 
vent of the pill, and eleven years 
after the historic Roe v. Wade Su- 
preme Court ruling that legalized 
abortion on the principle that 
abortion is a "private matter" 
between a women and her physician, 
Louise Kapp Howe found at a clinic 
in White Plains, New York, that wo- 
men are still grappling with birth 
control and attaining the ideal of 
freedom of choice. Dexteruously 
weaving together the voices of the 
women who came to the clinic, the 
putative fathers who accompanied 
them, and doctors and counselors 
who treated them, Howe uncovers 
the many reasons--emotional and 
economical--that women choose to 
have abortions. She introduces a 
single career women, a woman whose 
husband is adamantly opposed to all 
birth control, a college student, 

a young unwed mother who can't af- 
ford another, and a teenager who 
didn't understand how easily preg- 
Nancy occurs. There are woman for 
whom the choice was clear and the 
outcome desired and others who, be- 
cause of economic necessity, had 

to end a preqnancy unwillingly. 


There were women who came alone, 
some with a female friend, and a 
few with their men, All are part 
of a national pattern of race, age, 
religion, and economic status, and 
Howe captures both the issues and 
the individuals in her portrait. 


She also discovers “the distance 
still to be traveled; the private 
and public dilemmas still to be con- 
fronted before anyone can truly an- 
nounce that the age of reproductive 
freedom has arrived." Women, Howe 
notes, still assume the great share 
of responsibility for birth control 
and take the greater risks. And 
while abortion as a procedure has 
come a long way since the days of 
illegal and self-induced abortions, 
Howe points out that other kinds of 
battles, which would help to reduce 
the number of abortions, have stil] 
to be fought. “While the litany 
against abortion has been getting 
louder and louder in high places, 
the actual dollars spent by the gov- 
ernment to find improved ways of pre- 
venting pregnancies has been getting 
smaller and smaller.” 

Instead of fighting against abor- 
tion, Howe advocates fighting for 
easier and earlier access to health 
clinics to help hold down the num- 
bers of late trimester abortions, 
as well as the costs of foster care 
and child welfare, and to support 
the use of birth control and family 
planning. She also suggests that 
more imaginative sex education pro- 
grams should he instituted to extend 
beyond the schools into community 
groups and television. And, Howe 
maintains that without true equality 
of power between men and women, and 
without equality of employment op- 
portunities and wages, the whole dis- 
cussion of reducing the numbers of 
abortions is meaningless. 


LESBIANS ? TRAVEL GUIDE 


Keeping in Touch with Lesbian 
America. Keeping up with changes 
in Lesbian life across America is 
a full-time job shouldered will- 
ingly by the Lesbians who pro- 
duce Places of Interest to Wo- 
men, the American women’s guide ° 
fo the U.S., Canada and the 
Caribbean. 

Be it Halifax, Topeka or San 
Juan, the compact listings pro- 
vide instant familiarity with 
what's going on in the Lesbian 
community. 


This year's issue, just pub- 
lished, includes wonen's book- 
stores, hotels, bars, restau- 
rants, publications, centers, 
hotlines, women's land, churches, 
Lesbian publishers and staff work- 
ing out of Pheonix, Arizona. 

This guide is a valuable re- 
source not only for travellers 
but for women interested in net- 
working, sending out press releases 
or posters, or subscribing to na- 
tional women's magizines and news- 
letters. 


No ‘heater Of Northampton pre 
CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF in tho Academy of 


(pictured left to right: 


Jane Karakula as SISTER WOMAN MAR. 


scnts Tennessee Williams' 
Music, Oct. 13 & 34. 


Jeanne Hatch as BIG MAMA and 


et ee 


POETRY 


SEPARATISM 


A male I worked with once said: 
"I married a woman because I'm no dummy 


I know where my energy comes from," 


When I was in high school, I asked a worldly-wise peer 
to explain saxual intercourse, 

She got up from the kitchen tabla, 

walked to the counter; 

taok the plug of the toaster, 

stuck it into the electrical outlet, 

and said, 


"That's sexual intercourse," 


In electrician jargon: the outlet is, female; 
the plug is male. 
The outlet (female) is the source of energy. 


When the plug (male) is inserted into (connected with) 
the outlet: 
the toaster moves, heats up, toasts bread, 


It appears to have nergy (life) of its own. 


When the toaster is unplugged: 
the appliance does nothing. 
It cannot function, 


is inamiate (has no life) 


Whon the males/patriarchs 
are disconnected from wimmin/matriarchs, 


the patriarchs will cease to function. 


Jacqueline Elizabsth 


from Babeloquas 
© 1981 
Medea Publications 


COMING INTO MY YEARS C. Betsy Rose 1981 


I'm a gray haired woman and I'm coming into my years 
I'm a weathered woman and I'm coming into my years 
No more holding back, no more trying to please 

I got the will and the power to get off my knees 

I'm an aging woman and I'm coming into my years 


I'm a streetwise woman and I'm coming into my pride 
I'm a fight back woman and I'm coming into my pride 

No more shrinking with fear when they whistle and jeer 
I got a fist that's hard, a mind that's clear ©. 

I'm a fight back woman and I'm coming into my pride 


I'm a loud mouth woman and I'm coming into my voice 
I'm a talk back woman and I'm coming into my voice 
There's an ocean of words got caught in my throat 
Gonna let loose the waters and learn how to float 
I'm a sing out woman coming into my voice 


I'm a fighting woman and I'm coming into my strength 
I'm a make change woman and I'm coming into my strength 
1 won't save the world I won't drain my song 

But I'll fight any battle that'1l move us along 

I'm a far sighted woman and I'm coming into my strength 


I'm a big boned woman and I'm coming into my size 
I’m a take space woman and I'm coming into my size 
well some of it's muscle, some of it's not 

But all of it's me and it's the best I got 

I'm a boundless women coming into my size 


And I'm a loving woman and I'm coming into my own 
[I'm a heartbeat woman and I'm coming into my own 

I'll go for passion, I'll go for strength 

I'll fo for th moment and I'll go for the length 

I'm a give-take woman and I'm coming into my own. 
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THROUGH THE WINDOW 


The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
Yet 


by Mary E. Tripp 


door ajar 

light cutting through darkness thick 
voices sifting through blackness in 
stairwell 

hall, it is chilled. 


she sits in its corner 


Senses withdrawn. 


Lost in the shadows 


She has gone 


Through the window 


She alone can go 


When there is 


Nowhere to be. 


The moonlight, 


It casts shadows 


In sharp relief 


Upon the wall 


The door 


It is closed 


Now, 


PRIZES: 


DEADLINE: 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
ANNOUNCES ITS 
1984 POETRY CONTEST 


$50, $25, and 3 one-year subscriptions 


December 21, 1984 (in honor of winter solstice) 


Published in our February 1985 issue 


$1.00 per poem, 5 poem limit, 40 line maximum 
DO NOT put your name and address on poems. 
Enclose on a separate sheet: 

name and address 

social security number 

poem titles 
We must have your social security number 

in order to award prizes. 


Beth oda sd 
EACH ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE: 


1. 1 - 5 previously unpublished poems 


2. $1.00 entry fee per poem, payable 
to the Valley Women's Voice 

3. Name, address, social security number, 
and poem titles on a separate sheet. 


4- Self-addressed, stamped envelope for 
return of your poems. 


SEND ENTRIES TO: POETRY CONTEST 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 


c/o EVERYWOMAN'S CENTER 
WILDER HALL - UMASS 
AMHERST, MA 01003 


GOOD LUCK! 
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| | sTRUCTURAL AND SYST EM«G THERAPY 
WITH INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES, FAMILES 


| aan cai 


k TRADITIONAL 
t ACUPUNCTURE 


*A five thousand year-old systent that 
| considers physical, emotional and social 
aspects of health and illness. 

* To learn more, feel welcome to call: 


MARGIE KOLCHIN, 
RAC. 


“TVNIN ZAGER INED: 
and 


MARGARET KIERSTEIN AMY JACOBSON, P.A.-CK 


LICENSED CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER 


e& Family Practice & 


ORGANIZATIONAL CLINICAL 
CONSULTATION SUPERVISION 


33 RIDDELL STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 774-2738 


WTI 
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Offices in Greenfield & Northampton | 
16 Center Street, Suite 223 
NORTHAMPTON 586-8146 


| SLIDING FEE SCALE (413) 665-8716 | 


7a 
FQUITY INSTITUTE 


e Consultation to organizations 
e Individual Counselling 


WomanSpirit Works ¢ Workshops oy Early pb Materials $ % 
workshops by and for women Sa cic Pi a 
Race @ Sex @ Employment © Class Featuring many non-sexist and multi-cultural % Xs 
Joa. ester, Ed.D. Carole Johnson, J.D. toys. games. books. puzzles and records. Very a 
Stay Sires! vy, 
Fal [ l 9 84 re ee 30 Main St.. Amherst “on yo 


256-6902 


Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Thurs. til 8, 256-1609 


OCTOBER 20, 1984 
OUR INWAHBD JOURNEY 
Paula Green & Teresa Foudriat 


ACU SRY) 


Lynx Topaz cout 


=> ONCOLN | Dr. Joan Schneider 
NOVEMBER 10, 1984 ; ; ty 
LEARNING THROUGH THE BODY MARQUIS Chiropractic Physician 
Brook Stone & Suzanne Baxtresser : 
p Sheily Gardner Capri 
DECEMBER 1, 1984 oman 4 
DEPRESSION & TRANSFORMATION Sales Woma Lincoln 
Garohorester HAMPSHIRE LINCOLN-MERCURY, INC. 
HAMPSHIRE TOYOTA CO. 
for free brochure. write to us at: 280 King Street { 16 CENTER ST. 
Street Northampton, Mass. 01060 Continental f SUITE 223 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
ae, a ia Bus. Phones: 584-6207 - 536-4783 NORTHAMPTON, MA 413-686-8146 
(413) 256-6159 MARK VII 
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ALL NEW! 
A trom BOOKS 


| | PLEASURE | 
BOO oF ROUGE | 
Nl T&KWORK 


BROADSIDE Booxsw | 


247 MAIN ST., NORTHAMPTON, 586-4235 


o% E. Gorfine\ 


fominist, lesbian, 
&bisexval therapy 


individual , couple, group. supervision 


office horne. 
2537-2822 253-5637 


CHIROPRACTOR 
Dr. Lloyd J. Lachow 
62 Federal Street 
Greenfield, Mass. 01301 
CALL FOR A 
FREE CONSULTATION 
774-3348 


Specializing in 
Women’s Health Care 


C.Ac. 


THERADEUTIC 


MASSAGE 


//_ Rebecca Birkel, 


EMMA 
MISSOURI 


CERTITIED MASSAGE THERADIST 
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no Considering ZF 
Abortion? Bookshop 


AVAILABLE IN RED 
AND WHITE OR BLUE AND 
WHITE. 


ON SALE AT THE 
VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
‘OFFICE IN THE EVERY~ 
WOWAN'S CENTER, WILDER 
HALL ON UMASS CAMPUS, 
ON WEDNESDAYS FRO 3 - 
6 PM FOR 75¢. 


BOOKS * CARDS* GIFTS 

* RECORDS & TAPES * 

POSTERS * STATIONERY 
*CRYSTALS & JEWELRY* 


Hampden GYN Associates 
offers confidential counsel i 
ling and assistance for 1st 

[ and 2nd trimester abortions. [ 
3Y MAIL, PLEASE 
Mone eaeere i SEND.$1.00 TO COVER 


} and over 250 Different 
THE COST OF POSTAGE, 


Calendars for 1985 


110 Maple St, Soild 
(32= 1620 


Serving women 


ICE CREAM EMPORIUMS 
° NORTHAMPTON e 


across from Academy of Music 


AMHERST Boltwood Walk 


SUPPORT YOUR WOMEN'S 
NEWSPAPER: WE HAVE A 
VOICE! 


Open until 9 pm. Weeknights 


Sundays 12-5 
THORNES MARKET 150 MAIN ST. 
NORTHAMPTON 586-6304 


in New England since 1973 


f Mass. Medicaid Accepted i 


TERR RRO FOR FOR IR OR A CROCCO IOR AC OR CO AC A I AR AIC A OK ICA A AOR IK OO OR ACR aE I a KK AK EK 


vWV pase 25 


sf RHA RA 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SOCORRO II IK ICA KE IK EI KK KI KR AK KOK KOK EK KE 2 IK A I AE 


"Not In Qur Name": Come to an 
open meeting to discuss and plan 
for a national women's resistance 
action in New York City on Nov 18 
and 19 (formerly planned for Wash- 
ington, 0C). The meeting will be 
held at Hillyer Hall, Rm. 116, 
Suith College, Northampton, from 
7:15 to 9:30 on Tues, Oct 2, and 
each Tuesday thereafter. wheelchair 
accessible, All women are welcome 
to participate in creating this 
feminist action which will draw 
together the many things not dene 
in our name including violence 
against women, Third World interven- 
tion, and racism. For more info, 
call : Karen Schweitzer (Montague) 
at 367-2649 or Barbara Kellun 
(Northampton) at 584-2853. 


KK 


LEZ PRESS: a new women's pub- 
lishing house formed in Portland, 
OR, by two lesbians is actively 
seeking submissions, LEZ FRESS 
will publish quality work of inter- 
est to lesbians, as well as femin- 
ist and gay-oriented material, 
which because of its nature is not 
generally considered by major pub- 
lishing houses. Short stories, 
novels, nonfictions and are suit- 
able for printed publication is 
accepted, No poetry, please. 
Submit double-spaced, typed manu- 
scripts. Submissions will be re- 
turned only if accompanied by a 
SASE, LEZ PRESS, P.Q, Box 4387, 
Portland, OR 97208. 


KK 


The Arts Council of Franklin 
County will present the exhibit 
NASKS FROM MONTGOMERY from Oct 3 
to 26. The exhibit features a 
selection of 188 plaster face 
masks cast from and decorated by 
residents of Montgomery, VT. The 
exhibit will be in Artspace, the 
gallery located in the Arts Council 
building at the corner of Main and 
Franklin Sts., and is open to the 
public Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 - 4pm. 


KKK 


NELCWIT (New England Learnin 
Center for Women in TPareition} will 
sponsor their first annual Foliage 
Walk-A-Thon on Saturday, Oct. 27. 

A fiye-mile walk to raise funds to 
support NELCWIT's multi-faceted 
services, which include counseling, 
court advocacy, 24-hour crisis line, 
a shelter for battered and homeless 
women and community education 
around issues of violence against 
women. For more info, call NELCWIT 
-at 772-0871. Sponsor sheets are 
ayailable at 219 Silver St. in 
Greenfield, and registration tables 
on Oct 27 will be at the tennis 
courts on Sanderson St. in G'field 
at 9:30 AM -- See you there!! 


eK 


Breaking Through: Women Moving 
With Dignity: is the motto of 
Necessities/Necesidades' First An- 
nual Move-A-Thon. A five-mile move 
On Saturday, Oct 13 to stop all 
battering of women. The event is 
part of a national Week of Unity 
for battered women's programs. The 
funds will boost our new shelter; 
the fun will boost our morale. 
Registration at the Unitarian Church 
in N'ton, childcare provided, prizes 
awarded! For registration packets, 
Or other info, call 586-1125, or 
Stop by the office at 16 Center St. 
in Northampton. 


KK 


"MOONCHILDREN", a two-act comic 
play written by Michael Weller 
Will be presented at the ZONE, 
395 Dwight St., Spfld., at 8pm 
On Oct 5 and 6. Tickets are 
available at the door. 


ROKK 


The Equity Institute of Amherst 
has an internship position open. 
College credit is available. Call 
256-6902 for further information. 


Bisexual Women's Support Group 
(1S0's Friends) invites al] women 
interested in the subject of bi- 
sexuality to meet with us. We 
are an open group. No fees. Meet- 
tings: the first Thursday of each 
month. Place announced by‘mail 
and by EWC calendar of Events 
posted at Everywoman's Center, 
Wilder Hall, UMass, Amherst. To 
get on our mailing list, send 
SAE to 180, c/o Valley Women's 
Voice, Everywoman's Center, Wilder 
Hall, Umass, Amherst, MA 01003. 


aK 


What Are You Eating? What's Eat- 
ing You? A support group for women 
who are bulemic, anorexic, or simply 
struggling with food, eating habits 
and body image. Using the tool of 
writing, we will explore our feel- 
ings around food, eating, our bodies 
and our lives. Thursday eves, begin- 
ning Oct 11. Ten weeks, sliding 
scale. For more info, please call 
Leslea at 584-3865 or Anne at 253- 
7676. 


KAR 


Activist/singer Holly Near and 
singer Ronnie Gilbert of the Weavers 
will appear at Woolsey Hall in New 
Haven on Friday, Oct 19, at 8pm 
in a concert fundraiser. Concert 
proceeds will be used to purchase 
medical supplies for the people of 
El Salvador. Wheelchair accessible, 
free childcare with registration, 
signing for the hearing impaired. 
Tickets: $10 in advance, $12 at 
the door, with $2 rebates at the 
door for children under 14, senior 
citizens, unemployed and disabled 
persons. Send check/money order to 
CISPES Concert Fund with a SASE 
6136 Yale Station, New Haven, CT 
06520, or call 624-3582 for more 
information. 


RAS 


National Survey: Who are the 
"old" women in the lesbian commun- 
ity? What are the life experiences, 
strengths and the needs of a group 
of lesbians 60 plus? Lesbians over 
60 are needed to answer an ancny- 
mous questionnaire. If you quati- 
fy, or know someone who does, 
please drop a note to: Dr. Monika 
nehoe and/or Sherty Godgerg, Ceres, 
Psych. Building, Room 502, San 


-Francisco, CA 94132. 


ACK 


Our Cycles/Ourselves: Understand- 
ing our Astrological Cycles, a work- 
shop on Wednesday, Oct 10 from 6:30- 
9:30pm. Insights to our inner na- 
ture through awareness of our sa- 
turn cycles. Annabelle's Room, up- 
stairs at Thornes Market, Northamp- 
ton. Sliding scale $3 - $8. For 
more information, call or leave a 
message for Twilight at 586-5027. 


2K CK 


You and Your Client- Who's Who: 
a free training session for counse- 
lors, Paraprofessionals, and all 
helpers who wish to do some work 
on their counseling relationships. 
We will focus on our roles, goals, 
and problems that arise with 
clients. To be held on Oct 20 at 
Jones Library in Amherst from 
9 - 12:45pm. Limited enrollment, 
Sponsored by Lifeline Institute, 
facilitated by Tetty E. Gorfine. 
For registration call Lifeline 
at 253-2822, 


KKK 


Crossing Boundaries: Slides and 
Stories of the Soviet Union, will 
be held on Oct 3 at 7:30 pm at the 
Unitarian Society, 220 Main St., 
Northampton, MA. 


Helen Nearing will speak in Green- 
field on Friday, Oct 5, sponsored by 
Valley community Land Trust, at Holy 
Trinity Church, Main St., at 7:30pm. 
There will also be a film, Living 
the Good Life, about the homestead 
Helen and Scott Nearing developed 
in Maine after they abandoned their 
first farm in Vermont when ski re- 
sorts invaded the area. The film 
shows the Nearings at ages 73 (He- 
len) and 94 still growing their own 
food, cutting firewood by hand and 
hav ing just completeza large stone 
nome by, hand, the last of fifteen 
stone structures they erected over 
more than fifty years. 


KK 


Theater T99, The Valley's new 
women's political theater group, 
will hold auditions for Sarah 
Dreher's new play, "8 x 10 "Glossy" 
on Tuesday, Oct 23 at 7pm at the 
Jones Library in Amherst. Five 
experienced female actors needed to 
fill roles which include four parts 
for characters aged 25-40. and one 
part for a character aged 50+. Tech- 


nicians and crew also needed. Cal? 


256-8397 with questions. 


KK 


Valley Women's Rugby is looking 
for teamplayers and club members. 
Call Kim at 586-9093 or Bev at 
549-4778. Practises are held on 
Tues and Fri §:30- 7:30 at UMass 
Rugby Pitch (field 12) September 
through November. 


2K ok 


The Feminist Lecture Series pre- 
sents Harriet Ellenberger, IN 
SEARCH OF LESBIAN THEATRE, a bene- 
fit for TRIVIA. The lecture will 
be held on Oct 18 at 7:30 pm in 
Seelye Hall, Room 10 at Smith 
College. Donation $3 at the door. 


Kk 


Necessities/Necesidades es una 
Organizacion por y para mujeres. Lo 
que ofrecemos: Jineafelefonica de 
24 horas, refugio de emergencia, 
hogares seguros de emergencia, abo- 
gacia legal y de welfare, grupo de 
apoyo mutuo, y consejeria de apoyo 
mutuo. Linea telefonica de 24 
horas liame: 586-5066. 


KK 


Necessities/Necesidades is an or- 
ganization by and for women. What 
we offer: 24-hour hotline, emergen- 
cy shelter, emergency safehomes, 
legal and welfare advocacy, support 
group and peer-support counseling. 
Hotline call: 586-5066. 


CK 


Write Now Women! A writing work- 
shop for lesbians who want to ex- 
press themselves and share other 
womyn's words in a safe, non-compe- 
titive environment. Monday eves, 
beginning Oct 1. Ten weeks, sliding 
scale. For more info contact GALA 
(Gay and Lesbian Activists) at 
586-9340. 


kkk 


Workshop for Women: for women who 
are considering returning to work 
or changing jobs, beginning Oct 2 
at the People's Institute at 38 
Gothic Street in Northampton. Cal) 
the Displaced Homemaker Program 
for more information. 


eK 


For the Love of Life: Educating 
Ourselves about Nuclear War, a 
day-long symposium to be held on Oct 
13 at the Sch. of Mngmnt at UMass. 
Bonations requested, pre-registra- 
tion encouraged. For more info 
write Tom Crowe, MD, 3 Langwor thy 
Rd., Northampton, MA 01060. 


Conference: The Changing Minority 
Woman: Reaching New Horizons is 
the name for this year’s Annual 
Minority Women's Conference to be 
held on Oct 13. The all-day event 
will take place at Sprinfield Tech- 
nical Community College. Regis. 
deadtine is Uct 5. Contact the 
Div. Cont. Ed. at UMass at 413- 
545-0312 for more intormation. 


KKK 


The Massachusetts Gay Political 
Caucus in conjunction with other 
groups: across the state will con- 
duct a day-long conference on Qct 
13. "If you are tired of just 
talking and want to really get in- 
volved where the action is.., mark 
your calendar for Oct 13." Call 
617-262-1565 for more information. 


2k ok 


"Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan 
B. Anthony: A Photographic Icono- 
graphy", a fascinating set of por- 
traits, letters and diary entries 
of the founders of the women's 
rights movement, will be on display 
at the Special Collections and Rare 
Books Reading Room, Tower Library, 
25th Floor, UMass. The Room is open 
Mon - Fri, 8:30-12, 1 - 5pm, and the 
exhibit will run through Nov 2. 


The Bilingual Collegiate Program 
Tenth Anniversary Celebration con- 
tinues through Oct 7. Oct 4: Award 
Night and “El Norte" will be shown in 
the CC room 163 at 3, 7, and 9pm. 

Oct 5: AHORA presents. Ruben Blades y 
los Seis Del Solar at the Fine Arts 
Center, UMass. Oct 6: GALA Celebra- 
tion at the CC Auditorium at UMass 


i from 5 ~ 7pm. 


EVERYWOMAN'S CENTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The Everywoman's Center at Wilder 
Hall at UMass is sponsoring many 
activities this fall to serve women 
at the Five Colleges and in the com- 
munity. The following is a partial 
list of upcoming events. In addi- 
tion, the EWC’s Annual Report and 
the Newsletter will be available in 
October. For more information, or 
to register for any of these pro- 
grams, contact the EWC at 545-0883. 


EWC 
-Open House: Oct 3 from 4 - 6pm. 
-Black Women's Support Group: -be- 
gins Oct 24, and runs for six weeks 
on Wednesday evenings. 


WAGES 

~Building Confidence Workshop: Oct 
2 from 6:30 to Spm. Place to be 
announced. 

-Welfare and Financial Aid Work- 
shop: Oct 25 from 6:30 to 9pm at 
the EWC. 

-Undergraduate Re-entry Women Sup- 
port Group: begins week of Oct 8. 
Depending on registration, three 
sessions mav be offered: Tues 4-6pm; 
Thurs 10-12pm and Thur 6+ 8pm. 


Graduate WAGES 
-Brown Bag Lunches: Wednesdays from 
12- 2pm in the Campus Center 805. 


Working Women's Program 

-Women in the Trades Support Group: 
Oct 10 from 5- 7pm. Meets Wednesdays 
for 8 weeks at the EWC. 

-Career Development Skills Group: 
Noy 5, meets Mondays for 4 weeks, 
Place to be announced. 


Counseling Services 

~General Women's Support Group: 
Oct 15 from 7- Spm. Meets Mondays 
for 8 weeks;place to be announced. 
-Eating Disorders Group: Oct 11 
for 10 weeks at the EWC. 


Counselor/Advocates 
-Rape Survivor’ Support Group: 
Oct #§ for 8 weeks. 

-Incest Survivors! Group: contact 
EWC for more information. 
-Battered Women's Support Grou 
Oct 8 - Nov 26. Contact the EW 
for more information. 
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 


*OCT. 1 


Write Now Women! Lesbian 
writing workshop begins. For more 
information call 5&6-9240 and see 
announcements. 


eOCT. 1 - NOV. 2 


"Elizabeth Cady Stanton And 
Susan 8. Anthony: A Photographic 
Iconography" exhibit on display at 
the Special Collections and Rare 
Books Reading Room, Tower Library, 
25th Floor, UMass. Open M-F S:30- 
12:00 a.m., 1:00-5:00 p.m. now 
through November 2, 1984. 


eOCT. 2 


A six-week workshop for women 
who are returning to work or 
changing jobs begins. Contact 
Displaced Homemaker Program and 
see announcements. 


The FACE Program (Focus Aware- 
ness on Compulsive Eating) is 
offering free seminars, from 
7-8 p.m. on Tuesday evenings 
through Oct. 30. 25 Main Street, 
Room 211, Northampton. Call 586- 
6542 for more information or 
reservations. 


Open meeting to discuss the 
planned "Not In Our Name" national 
women's resistance action in New 
York on Nov. 18 and 19. Meetings 
each Tuesday through Nov. 13 at 
Hillyer Hall, Rm. 16, Smith 
College from 7:15 - 9:30 p.m. 

For more information, cal} 367- 
2649 or 584-2853. 


eOCT. 3 


Everywoman's Center at Wilder 
Ha}1 on UMass Campus will hold an 
Open House from 4-6 p.m, 


"Masks From Montgomery" exhibit 
in Artspace, located in the Arts 
Council's building at the corner 
of Main and. Franklin Streets. 
Open Tues. through Sat. 10-4 p.m. 
now through Oct. 26. 


Crossing Boundaries: Slides 
and Stories of the Soviet Union 
will be held at the Unitarian 
Society, 220 Main St., Northanipton 
at 7:30 p.m, 


eOCT. 4 


"El Norte" ("The North") film 
will be shown free in the Campus 
Center, Room 163 at 3 p.m., 7 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. 


Bisexual Support Group. ISO's 
Friends. Montague. 7:30 p.m. 
See announcements. 


eOCT. 5 


Registration deadline for the 
Annual Minority Women's Conference 
to be held on Oct. 13, 1984. See 
announcements. 


Helen Nearing will speak at 7:30 
p.m., at Holy Trinity Church, Main 
Street in Greenfield. The film, 
"Living the Good Life", will also 
be shown. See announcements. 


eOCT. 5 &6 


“Moonchildren", a two-act comic 
Play written by Micheal Weller, 
will be presented by DGR Pro- 
ductions at ZONE, 395 Dwight St., 
Springfield, at 8:00 p.m. Oct. 5 & 
6. Tickets available at the door. 


e0CT. 6 &7 


sO TAI two day workshop begins. 


Call 584-3847 and see announcements. 


“OCT. 8 


d 
Everywoman ‘s Center Battere 
Women's Support Group begins 
tonight through Nov. 26. 


*0CT. 9 


Deadline for voter regi- 
stration for Nov. 6 National 
Election. 


WAGES Program at Everywoman's 
Center support group for under- 
graduate re-entry women begins 
tonight. Call Leona Sidman- 
Phillips at EWC at 545-0883 
and see announcements for more 
“information, 


°0CT. 10 


Working Woman's Program: 
Women jin the Trades support 
group begins. Meets Wed. 
5-7 p.m. for 8 weeks. 
Contact EWC at 545-0883 
for more information. 


°0CT. 11 


What Are You Eating? What's 
Eating You? A support group for 
women who are bulemic, anorexic 
or struggle with food, eating 
habits and body image begins 
tonight. Sliding scale. Call 
584-3865 or 253-7676 and see 
announcements. 


"Women Facing Bulemia", a ten 
week therapy group begins. 7-8:30 
p.m. $20.00 per session fee. For 
more information or to register, 
call Lynn Matteson or Sylvia Rubin 
at CIRCA at (413) 586-6471 and see 
announcements. 


"Support Group For Women With 
Eating Related Problems" sponsored 
by the Counseling Program at Every- 
woman's Center. 10 weeks. For 
more information or to register, 
contact EWC at 545-0883. 


*O0CT. 12 


"Childhood Depression And 
Adolescent Suicide Workshop", 
1-5 p.m., Western New England 
College. For more information 
contact School of Continuing 
Higher Education at (413) 782-3111 
and see announcements. 


eOCT. 12 & 13 


"The Internatynd Women's Decade 
and Beyond" conference at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel in Mew York City. Call 
1-800-228-9000 and see announcements 
for more information. 


eOCT. 13 


"Coalition 85: Strategies For 


Victory", a Massachusetts Gay Political 
For more information 
call (617) 262-1565 and see announcement. 


Caucas conference. 


"For The Love of Life: Educating 
Qurselves About Nuclear War", a day- 
Jong symposium to be held at the 
School of Management Auditorium at 
UMass. Donations requested. Pre- 
registration encouraged. For more 
information, write Tom Crowe, M.D., 
3 Langworthy Rd., Noho 01060. 

Necessities/Necesidades' First 
Annual Move-A-Thon: 
Women Moving With Dignity" begins at 
12:00 Noon at the Unitarian Church, 
Northampton. Childcare provided. 
Call 586-1125 for more information 
and see announcements. 


¥The Changing Minority Women: 
Reaching New Horizons" 2nd annual 
conference at Springfield Technical 
Community College. 


and See announcements. 
OCT. 15 


Psychotherapy Group for Adult 
Daughters of Alcholics. Monday 
evenings, Oct. 15 through April 15 
in Northampton at CIRCA. For more 
information, cal] Paula Olson at 
586-6471. 


Everywoman's Center General Women's 
Meets Mondays 7-9 p.m. 


Support Group. 


at EWC in Wilder Hal], UMass. 


"Breaking Through: 


$20.00 registration 
fee. Call Luahn Schofield at 545-0312 


*OCT. 18 


"In Search of Lesbian Theatre" 
with Harriet Ellenberger. Seelye 
Hall, Smith College. 7:30 p.m. 
$3. 00 admission at door. 


eOCT. 15 - 17 


Chris Williamson performs at 
the Iron Horse Coffeehouse in 
Northampton. 7 & 10 p.m. $10.50. 
Call 584-0610. 


*0CT. 19 


Holly Near and Ronnie Gilbert 
perform in a concert fundraiser 
at Woolsey Hall in New Haven at 
8:00 p.m. Call 624-3582. 


eOCT. 20 


"You And Your Client - Who's 
Who", a free training session for 
counselors, paraprofessions and 
helpers. 9-12:45 a.m. at Jones 
Library in Anherst. Call 
253-2822 and see announcements. 


eOCT. 21 

Equity Institute Open House. 
3-6 p.m. at 17 Kellogg Avenue in 
Amherst. 
°O0CT. 23 


WAGES Welfare and Financial Aid 
Workshop. 6:30 - 9:00. Every- 
woman's Center. 


Theatre Too auditions for 
Sara Dreher's "8 x 10 Glossy" 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Jones Library 
in Amherst. Call 256-8397 and 
see anouncements for more info. 


eOCT. 24 


Everywoman's Center 6-week 
Black Women's Support Group 
begins tonight. Call Ruth 
Weekes-Nashington at the EWC at 
545-0883 and see announcements 
for more information. 


eOCT. 25 


WAGES Welfare and Financial Aid 
Workshop. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
Everywoman's Center, Wilder Hall, 
UMass. 


eO0CT. 27 


NELCWIT (New England Learning 
Center for Women in Transition) lst 
Annual Foliage Walk-A-Thon. Regis- 
tration at tennis courts on Sander- 
son Street in Greenfield at 9:30 
a.m. For more information or to 
pre-register, call NELCWIT at 
772-0871 and see announcements. 


WOMONCRAFT for LESBIANS - 
remembering our psychic skills. 
Five week class beginning Wed- 
nesday evening, October 17, 

6 -8:30pm. $35 - $55 sliding 
scale. Deliah Rosel 586-7548. 


IMAGES FOR WOMEN--FREE CATALOG: 
etchings & drawings. Send long 
SASE to Judith Anderson, Box 
1394-V, East Lansing, MI 48823- 
6394, 


ASTROLOGICAL COUNSELING. Aware- 
ness of ourselves/ our cycles 


Two hour readings. Seven years 
experience. Sliding scale. Call 


Twilight or leave message at 
586-5027. 


CLASSIFIED 


through astrological Perspectives. 


*0CT. 25 - 31 


Holiere's "The School for Wives" 
will be presented at Smith College 
in Theatre 14 at 8:00 p.m. by Smith 
College Theatre Dept. Admission is 
$4.00. Student and Senior: $2.00. 
For reservations, call 584-3023. 


2 kK 


LOOKING AHEAD 
TO NOVEMBER 


eNOV. 1 - 3 


The Smith College Theatre Dept. 
continues its presentation of 
Moliere's "The School For Wives". 
Curtain time is 8:00 p.m. 


*NOV. 2 


"The Role Of Older Women In 
Family Health Care", a day-long 
conference featuring First 
Congressional District Repre- 
sentative Silvio Conte. Campus 
Center, UMass. $42 registration 
fee. Contact Erika Neumann at 
545-0312 for further information. 


eNOV. 3 


Fifth Annual Women and Business 
Conference. Mt. Holyoke College. 
$45 registration fee. For more 
information, cal] Luahn Schofield 
at 545-0312. 


eNOV. 5 


Working Women's Program: 
Career Development Skills Group. 
Meets Mondays for four weeks. 
Call EWC at 545-0883 for more 


Anformation. 
eNOV. 6 

VOTE in Nationa? Election! 
eNOV. 7 - 10 


"Masks, Myths and Marmalade - 
a conference to explore the 
creative process in women. For 
more information, contact Carrie 
Koeturius, Hest Virginia 
Conference Office, 67 Towers, 
Morgantown, WV 26506 or call 
(304) 293-4892. 


eNOV. 19 & 20 


"Not In Our Name: Women's 
Resistance Action in New York". 
Legal demonstrations and non- 
violent civil disobedience action. 
For more information, write: Hot 
In Our Name c/o Cambridge Women's 
Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge 
MA 02139 or call (212) 864-2452 
(evenings) or (617) 628-4382. 


ROOMMATE WANTED: October Ist. 
Lesbian single or couple to share 
house in Pelham (close to bus 
line). Call 253-2714, 


CLASS AND MONEY Yes, these is- 
sues can by worked through! Em- 
power yourself with shortterm 
counseling on these or other so- 
cial issues. Experiences, Sup- 
portive counselor. Dr. Joan 


Lester, Equity Institute, Amh 
256-6902. ai 


FOR SALE Four unused rolls of 
Quadritek RP Paper. 104 mm x 45 in 
(4.09 in X 148 ft), for use with 
Ttek Phototypesetting Equipment. 
Four rolls for $120, including 
misc. odds and ends. Call the 
Valley Women's Voice at 545-2436 


and leave your name, number and 
info. 


